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than 94 percent of all U.S. exports of
manufactured goods will face duties no
higher than 15 percent. Tariffs will also
be reduced 15 percent or less on three-
quarters of United States agricultural
products.

Additionally, U.S. service providers
will have increased access to Vietnam’s
market. My own State of Florida al-
ready exports over $20 million of goods
to Vietnam. With Vietnam’s entry into
the World Trade Organization, I expect
this number to grow even higher, thus
benefiting those that manufacture, cre-
ate, grow and harvest these products,
as well as those that package, store
and transport them.

To say the United States and Viet-
nam have had a rocky relationship
would be a dramatic understatement.
Yet, much like with Japan, this oppor-
tunity to promote cooperation and con-
ciliation demonstrates the great
progress that is important when coun-
tries engage economically.

By enacting this legislation, the
United States and Vietnam have a
unique opportunity to show the world
that no matter what the history be-
tween these countries may be, they can
still have substantial economic and
foreign policy benefits when the coun-
tries turn away from violent conflict
and focus their efforts on economic
interaction with an international rule-
based system.
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This legislation can provide an im-
portant symbolic example to countries
throughout the world facing an impor-
tant choice between violence and isola-
tion or economic prosperity.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support H.R. 5602 and support the ef-
forts of American businesses striving
to compete in this new and expanding
market.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion granting Vietnam permanent nor-
mal trade relations.

Today is a day that shows America
really at its best. With one piece of leg-
islation, we will show the world the
heart and spirit of our country. In the
grand scheme of things, there is not a
lot of money involved here, but there is
an enormous amount of history and
healing involved. Democrats support
permanent normal trade relations with
Vietnam because granting PNTR to
Vietnam allows it to join the rules-
based, multilateral trading system, the
World Trade Organization. Vietnam’s
accession to the WTO will ensure that
Vietnam 1is bound to international
rules and concessions that aim to pro-
vide trade-related economic growth
that is fair.

But PNTR does more than just bring
Vietnam into a multinational trading
relationship. PNTR continues to heal
the wounds of a conflict whose wounds
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are still felt today. The healing of the
Vietnam War continues, and today
marks another important step in that
process.

The U.S.-Vietnam accession agree-
ment, for the most part, is a strong
one. The agreement will open an
emerging market of almost 90 million
people to American exporters of goods
and services. This agreement will pro-
vide the Nation’s exporters and con-
sumers opportunities which are not
available today.

In my home State of Washington, a
State that relies heavily on exports to
drive its economy, products like com-
puter software, commercial aircraft,
and agricultural goods will find better
access to an increasingly dynamic
economy through this agreement.

Subjecting Vietnam to the dis-
ciplines of the WTO and its rules and
dispute settlement mechanisms will be
a positive step in providing the United
States more of an opportunity to en-
sure that Vietnam’s economic reforms
continue and move in the right direc-
tion. This will provide a new oppor-
tunity for the Vietnamese to improve
their lives by participating in freer and
fair markets. That is what makes this
agreement worthy of support despite
its flaws.

Even as we move, I hope, to pass this
resolution, we must recognize a deeply
flawed process by which the resolution
is brought before the House. First, this
is a major trade bill that is coming to
the floor on a suspension calendar, the
legislation introduced and made avail-
able to the Members and the public
just a few hours ago without any sig-
nificant debate, without any hearing in
the committee of jurisdiction, and
without the opportunity of any mark-
up. I doubt most Members know any-
thing about this bill, which was intro-
duced just a few hours ago, as most
Members are presently flying back
from their districts across the country.

This is not the way the Congress
should operate when we are legislating
on matters of importance to the Amer-
ican people. We should follow the reg-
ular order, and I am hopeful that in the
future we will do that. In fact, I am ab-
solutely certain we will do that, having
listened to Mr. LEVIN talk about it.

In fact, the bill, and Vietnam’s acces-
sion agreement to the WTO, omits a
critically important provision. The
Bush administration failed once again
to negotiate a safeguard mechanism
with Vietnam, which is a country with
a nonmarket economy. This is a major
oversight. Nonmarket economies do
not respond to normal market signals
of supply and demand, and thereby
they often create surplus supply that
can lead to import surges in the U.S.
market. These surges, and this admin-
istration’s failure to address them ef-
fectively, are one of the areas in which
the Bush administration has failed to
stand up for American businesses, for
their workers and the manufacturing
sector in general.

In the new Congress, the House of
Representatives and the Committee on
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Ways and Means will need to consider
ways that our trade law remedies can
be updated and strengthened, including
the antidumping laws. American firms
are among the most competitive in the
world, but they cannot compete with
the treasury of foreign countries. The
administration should know that in
the new Congress; the new majority
will insist that the administration in-
corporate safeguard tools in future
PNTR agreements.

In closing, I support this bill because
it is an important step that we should
take to strengthen the multilateral
trading system. It is an important step
to provide opportunities for American
and Vietnamese workers and entre-
preneurs. Most importantly, this is a
step we can take to improve U.S.-Viet-
namese relations and our relationship
with emerging Asian economies. It is
unfortunate that the agreement has
some Kkey shortcomings that my col-
leagues on the House Ways and Means
intend to address in the coming
months.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I would like to clarify the record on
the statement by the gentleman from
Washington. He may have just gotten
the amendments, but the bill has been
out there since last spring and amend-
ments were delivered to the staff of the
minority office last Thursday asking
for comments. We are trying to do this
in as bipartisan a way as we can be-
cause we have support from the other
side.

So I don’t want anyone watching this
process going forward to think that the
majority here has in any way not
shared the information that it has with
the minority.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. KOLBE).

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Florida for yielding
me this time.

I want to rise in strong support of
this legislation, and I want to com-
mend the chairman of the full com-
mittee and the chairman of the sub-
committee for the work that they have
done in advancing this bill, which will
benefit both America and Vietnam for
years to come. And I want to especially
pay tribute to the chairman of the
Trade Subcommittee for his long serv-
ice in this Congress and for the work
that he has done over the years in the
area of trade, which has made such ad-
vances for better relations between the
United States and other countries and
improved the lot of people in other
countries as well as the lot of workers
and citizens here at home in the United
States. His service will be greatly
missed in the next Congress.

Permanent normal trade relations
with Vietnam is the next logical step
in our partnership with that country.
Back in 1995, with my support and that
of many others on both sides of the



