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essays, plays, poetry and political prose by

the famed Chicano civil rights leader. s Nt o : g
One of the most famous leaders of the Chicano civil rights , &9 y ﬁc b.N _
movement, Rodolfo “Corky” Gonzales, was a multifaceted and 8

charismatic, bigger-than-life hero who inspired his followers not - :

only by taking direct political action but m.ﬁww.m%% making eloquent . ; B m m .—L m ﬁu ..._”. m U <<HN M .H. H Z Q m
speeches, writing incisive essays, and creating the kind of socially d 4 - ’

engaged poetry and drama that could be communicated easily ,
throughout the barrios of Aztldn, the communities populated by
Chicanos in the United States. ‘

Gonzales is the author of [ Am Joaguin, an epic poem of the
Chicane Movement that lives on in film, sound recording, and
hundreds of anthologies. Gonzales and other Chicanos estab-
lished the Crusade for Justice, a Denver-based civil rights organiza-
tion, school, and community center, in 1966, The schoal, La Escuela
Tlatelolco, lives on today some three decades after its founding.

In Message to Aztldn, Dr. Antonio Esquibel, Professor Emeritus
of Metropolitan State College of Denver, has compiled the first
collection of Gonzales’ diverse writings: the original I Am foaquin
(1967), along with a new Spanish translation; seven major speeches
(1968-78); two plays, The Revolutionist and A Cross for Maclovio
(1966-67); various poems written during the 1970s and a selection
of letters. These varied works demonstrate the evolution of
Gonzales’ thought on human and civil rights. Any examination of
the Chicano Movement is incomplete without this volume. An
eight-page photo insert accompanies the text.
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The first and only collection of speeches,
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DR. ANTONIO ESQUIBEL is a long-time political associate and
personal fri nd of “Corky” Gonzales. He served as Vice President
of Metropolitan State College of Denver between 1980 and 1991
and has been an administrator and professor at the University of
Colarade Health Services Center and the University of Southern
Colorado. ‘

FENRY A. ]. RAMOS, Executive Editor of the Hispanic Civil Rights
Series, is author of The American GI Forum: In Pursuit of the Dream,
1948-1983. Ramos holds degrees in political economics, law, and
public administration from the University of California and Harvard
University, where he was founding editor of the Harvard Journal of
Hispanic Policy.
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er photo courtesy of the Denver Public Library, Western History Department.
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32 Rodolfo “Corky” Gonzales

El Plan del Barrio

. books to be IEW

i of the Mexican Amc

We are basically communal people . . . in the pattern of our Indi- f Southwest. We also d
an ancestors. Part of our cultural rights and cultural strengths is our | tory of other minoriti
communal values. We lived together for over a century and never had " also feel that each nej

to fence our lands. When the gringo came, the first thing he did was | ~ school board made t
to fence land. We opened our houses and hearts to him and trained ] I school serves.
him to irrigated farming, ranching, stock raising, and mining. He lis-
tened carefully and moved quickly, and when we turned around, he |
had driven us out and kept us out with violence, trickery, legal and |
court entanglements. The land for all people, the land of the brave, |
becomes the land for the few and the land of the bully . .. :
- Robbed of our land, our people were driven to the migrant labor |
fields and the cities. Poverty and city living under the colonial system |
of the Anglo has castrated our people’s culture, consciousness of our !
heritage, and language. Because our cultural rights, which are guar- |
anteed by treaty, and because the U.S. says in its constitution that all §
treaties are the law of the land . . . :
Therefore we demand: demand that existing
Housing: We demand the necessary resources to plan our living ] criminatory member:
accommodations so that is possible to extend family homes to be sit- § | relations act.
uated in a communal style . . . around plazas or parks with plenty of * :
space for the children. We want our living areas to fit the needs of the
family and cultural protection, and not the needs of the city pork bar- |

Job Developmen!
. which would develop
west. For those of ol
ment and profession
~ implemented and adn

% In job placement
' tests be dropped and,
‘- qualifications necess:
. ination by all private
' We demand seed
welfare, housing, etc

g

_ Law Enforcemen
. records of all prisone
dice which operated i

rel, the building corporations, or the architects. : ' tions or extra heavy s
Education: We demand that our schools be built in the same com- | * that the federal gover

munal fashion as our neighborhoods . . . that they be warm and invit- . and money.

ing facilities and not jails. We demand a completely free educauon '} We demand imm

from kindergarten to college, with no fees, no lunch charge no sup- ‘:: brutality until a full h

plies charges, no tuition, no dues. ‘

We demand that all teachers live within walking distance of J.he ¢ the creation of a neip
- schools. We demand that from kindergarten through college Spamsh 4 tions of crime. In adc
‘be the first ]anguage and Enghsh the sccond language and the text— : we want to gradually

‘We demand suspx

" residents are hired tc
" safety or possible cri

Delivered at the Poor People’s Camphign, Washington, D.C., May 1968,
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Here is a rough draft of this poem into English: Cuidate, Mejico!!
PROTECT YOURSELF, MEXICO!!
They say the Spaniards conquered Mexico

The Spanish father settlers.
And now the gringos are fucking both of them.

And that the Indian mothers won the war against % ( , ﬁ

PROTECT YOURSELF, MEXICO! From the Bank-Americards
Pepsi-Cola, Woolworths, Hiltons
Pittsburgh Paint and the Yanqui colonies.

Children of the Sun, owners of the land

Dark, soft and Mexican

Don’t allow (it)

And as don Benito Juarez

Don’t give the exploiters any fist of sweat or faith.

Those who come with green dollars and black hearts.

Smiling with their teeth out and their purses of silver (money).

PROTECT YOURSELF, MEXICO! .

From those who are going to kill you. Today they don’t come with weapons.
They come laughing with their traitorous hand and purses full of green.
Tomorrow you will awake as your brother, Puerto Rico,

A puppet without a head, a man without dignity, except for the

Soldiers of Independence.

PROTECT YOURSELF, MEXICO!

Your Mexican children (could also mean just “sons™)

The Chicanos of the U.S.A. already know how to live inside the stomach
Of the Shark, they already know its brutality

Its racism, its hatred for Mexicans, blacks and race(s) of color.

Don’t allow yourself, beautiful Mexico, homeland of our grandparents,
Native land of my whole bronze race.

PROTECT YOURSELF » MEXICO! Protect yourself from the other side,
We will protect ourselves inside the body of the monster

Raza Always...
Brothers and (fraternal) Brotherhood. ..

PROTECT YOURSELF, BEAUTIFUL MEXICO!
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