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The Health and Human Services Department awarded contracts
today totaling $22.5 million to nine health information exchanges
for trial implementations of a Nationwide Health Information
Network.

HHS launches next round
of NHIN development
contracts

The contracts are successors to four contracts for developing
NHIN prototypes. The earlier projects, whose funding expired in
January, included some of the health information exchanges
(HIEs) that won contracts today.

Patient control of EHR
data on network gets
mixed reaction

The winners are:
CareSpark, in eastern Tennessee and southwestern Virginia.
● The Delaware Health Information Network.
● Indiana University, in the Indianapolis area.
● Long Beach Network for Health, in Long Beach and Los
Four teams to build health Angeles, Calif.
● The Lovelace Clinic Foundation, New Mexico.
nets
● MedVirginia, in central Virginia.
● The New York eHealth Collaborative.
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●

Dr. John Loonsk, director of the Office of Interoperability and Standards in HHS’ Office of the
National Coordinator for Health Information Technology, said the new contracts represented an
important and critical step toward meeting the Bush administration’s goal of having electronic
health records for most Americans by 2014. By creating a network over which such records can
move, the administration expects to add to their value and usefulness in health care.
HIEs did not have to be operational when they submitted their proposals, but they had to
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demonstrate that they had assembled the necessary ingredients for an operational HIE with
substantial participation from the medical community and an open governance structure.

ONCHIT

HIEs will exchange information securely with one another and within their organizations, and they
will implement scenarios designated as priorities by the American Health Information Community,
the high-level HHS advisory committee.

Pay for Performance

Loonsk said he did not expect NHIN to be fully operational when the new contracts end, but the
network will be well on its way toward production by then.

Security

The contractors will work together through a NHIN Cooperative to be organized by the national
coordinator’s office. The cooperative will hold three public meetings and demonstrate its
achievements next fall.

Surveys

Officials at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention plan to award complementary contracts
in December, with a focus on public health surveillance. Those contractors will participate in the
cooperative, too.
Most HIEs are nonprofit organizations or function under the auspices of state or local agencies,
foundations or other nonprofit organizations. Some HIEs expressed concern when HHS
announced that winners would have to become federal contractors, with all the red tape and
bureaucratic requirements that entails. For example, each organization had to prepare to use
earned value management reporting tools.
Experts have speculated that HHS’ decision might have discouraged some HIEs from seeking the
contracts. Loonsk acknowledged that it narrowed the applicant pool to some extent but added that
the national coordinator’s office was pleased with the quality and diversity of the winning
contractors.
In the previous phase, contracts were awarded to four systems integrators -- companies with long
experience with federal contracting requirements. Three of those companies will serve as
subcontractors in the latest phase of the program.
The contracts are for one year with two optional one-year extensions.
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Marketplace: Products and Services from our sponsors
Working Together to Optimize Mobile Technology at the
PART, PMA, GPRA and Improper Payment Assistance
Point of Care
Trivalent Solutions is dedicated to helping you with solutions such as Process Improvement, Lean Six Sigma and Transformation Project
Management that meet the most stringent benchmarks. GSA MOBIS Schedule Holder GS-10F-0149P,Certified 8(a)
Federal, state and private healthcare professionals now have access to a
portable system that can record, retrieve, identify, verify and document
Government Organization Charts & Contacts Directory
all at the point of care. Intel Corporation teamed with Motion Computing,
Inc., a long-time provider of mobility products in healthcare, to develop
Get access to 40,000 key government contacts within 400 civilian and DoD agencies, departments and offices. Build powerful agency
the Motion C5, the first mobile tablet PC for healthcare professionals
relationships through INPUT?s Organization Charts and Contacts Directory
based on Intel's mobile clinical assistant technology.
Real-Time Intelligence for Operation Success
Click here for more information.
Discover how the U.S. Air Force has been able to reduce target acquisition time by 90% through a real-time, scalable data fusion
repository. Access your copy of L-3/US Air Force?s Network Centric Collaborative Targeting Systems case study today.
Are your Firewalls staying up?
Spirent Federal Systems helps government agencies ensure security devices can perform their required capacity and counter all threats
with tools that drastically reduce the task of research, recreating and testing vulnerabilities. Click to learn more
Enterprise Strategies for Defense Messaging
Solve your integration challenges, DKW Communications, Inc. eliminates the hassles of supporting proprietary systems from the
complexities of DMS. Click to learn how we can maintain seamless interoperability while lowering DMS operational costs.
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