CHARTER FOR AMERICAN-RUSSIAN PARTNERSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP

THE WH TE HOUSE
Ofice of the Press Secretary

For | medi ate Rel ease June 17, 1992

A CHARTER FOR
AVERI CAN- RUSSI AN PARTNERSHI P AND FRI ENDSHI P

The United States of America and the Russi an Feder ati on,

Striving to provide a solid and enduring basis for Anmerican-
Russi an rel ati ons of partnership and friendship;

Bel i eving that the advancenent of the well-being, prosperity, and
security of a denocratic Russian Federation and the United States
of Arerica are vitally interrel ated,

Declaring their determ nation to observe strictly denocratic
principles and practices, including the rule of |aw and respect
for human rights and fundanmental freedons, including the rights
of persons belonging to mnorities;

Recogni zing the inportance of the rights of the individual in
buil ding a just and prosperous society;

Reaffirmng their conmtnment to the purposes and principles of
the United Nations charter, the Helsinki Final Act, and
subsequent CSCE docunents;

Desiring to build a denocratic peace that unites the entire
communi ty of denocratic nations;

Noting their special responsibility as permanent nenbers of the
United Nations Security Council for nmaintaining internationa
peace and security;

Wshing to pronote the devel opnent of free nmarkets, economc
recovery and growth, and cl oser econom c cooperation, trade, and
i nvest nent ;

Have established the followi ng Charter for Anerican-Russian

Part nership and Friendshi p:
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CHARTER FOR AMERICAN-RUSSIAN PARTNERSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP

DEMOCRACY AND PARTNERSHI P

The United States of Anerica and the Russian Federation reaffirm
their commtnent to the ideals of denocracy, to the primacy of
the rule of law, and to respect for human rights and fundanent al
freedons. The United States of Anerica fully supports the
Russi an Federation's efforts to build a denocratic state and

soci ety founded on the rule of |aw and respect for fundanental
human rights. Beginning with nutual trust and respect as the
basis for their relations, they are devel oping rel ations of
partnership and friendship.

The United States of Anerica and the Russian Federation will cooperate
closely in the international arena in the interest of advanci ng and
def endi ng conmon denocratic val ues and human rights and fundanent al
freedons.

The United States of Anerica and the Russian Federation intend to expand
and intensify a conprehensive dial ogue at various levels on both bilatera
and international issues.

G ven the crucial inportance of contacts between the President of the
United States of Anmerica and the President of the Russian Federation for
defining the. basic directions of bilateral relations and also in terns of
gl obal cooperation and stability, Summit neetings will be held on a
regul ar basi s.

The United States of Anmerica and the Russian Federation express their
determ nation to pronote confidence and enhance understandi ng bet ween
their peoples. They proceed on the assunption that an expansi on of
contacts between citizens will help ensure the irreversibility of the
new quality of Anerican-Russian relations.

For this purpose, they intend to facilitate the establishnment of direct
contacts between citizens and political, social, |abor, religious, and
ot her organi zati ons.

The United States of Anerica and the Russian Federation are prepared to
facilitate the work of each other's diplomats, journalists, businessnen,
scientists, and other citizens by reaching agreenent in opening their
lands to travel, by lifting other travel restrictions, and by expandi ng
t heir consul at es.

The United States of America and the Russian Federation place particul ar
enphasi s on devel opi ng appropri ate contacts between all |evels of
governnment -- federal, regional, and |ocal -- and between private sector
and voluntary organi zati ons.

The United States of Anerica intends to continue cooperation toward
strengt heni ng denocratic institutions and a rule of |law state in Russia;
i ncl udi ng devel opi ng an i ndependent judiciary and institutionalizing
guar antees for respect of individual rights.

http://www .fas.org/spp/starwars/offdocs/b920617b.htm (2 of 3)11/7/2010 7:59:41 AM



CHARTER FOR AMERICAN-RUSSIAN PARTNERSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP

| NTERNATI ONAL PEACE AND SECURI TY

The United States of Anmerica and the Russian Federation reiterate their
determ nation to build a denocratic peace, one founded on the twin pillars
of political and econom c freedom The United States of Anerica and the
Russi an Federation recognize the critical inportance that denocracy's
success in Russia and the other former Soviet republics can have on

i nternational peace and security.

The United States of Anmerica and the Russian Federation, proceeding from
the basis of nutual trust and respect and a common conm tnent to denocracy
and econom c freedomand reaffirm ng the Canp David Decl arati on of
February 1992; the Novenber 1990 Charter of Paris, the Decenber 1991

March 1992.
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