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$1.8 million federal grant
helps students specialize
in interested subjects

By Anna Webb
The Idaho Statesman

Mountain View High School and Merid-

The schools, both in lﬁ{h{ﬁ 1an Schoel
District, will share a $L8 milllon federal grant
from the Department of Education. The

ant money will spread out over the next Ji

ve years.
grant is intended to support “small-
er learning communities” within schools.
Asron MeThoe bl el bt View
n at Moun iew
— scaling down huge schools into smaller
companents so that students are less likely
to get lost in the crush. Smaller learning
communities also let students specialize in
the subjects that interest them. . y

Meridian High Principal Don Nesbitt, like
Maybon, advocates smaller community
learping. He said such communities are es-
pecially helpful for students of average aca- .
demic ability, who are not problem students
and can easily coast, maybe not living up to
their academic ilities, maybe missing
out on meani in-school experiences.

Neshitt said students have taken surveys
through the years on what they want and
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e:?e:t from their teachers. In the past, he
d, students put great value on having
teachers who are fair. In newer polls, stu-
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oopectalls 1ege soboets oach 8 Movidian, TiDACE

¥ such as Meridian
and Mountain View, with student popula-

tions of around 1.950 and 2,200, respective-
ly — answer that call.
At first, Maybon said, he thought getting
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ent of Education generall
g{\'u s kind of grant ro well -unbinhns

_ schools, he ﬂﬂd aud Mountain View just

: npenediu 2003, -

i fhan learned that Mountain View
. have 2 bettér chance at the grant if it
partnered with another school. The gov-

ernment, he said, likesto spread the wealth 'mmwwﬁﬂmﬂimm
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cipals and others. The team started work-
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Jim Bradshaw, spokesman for the US. De- (54
partment of Education, i

said that inthisround 155

of competition, 300 school districts applied
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“The level of competition speaksto the fact
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students who have not decided what they
want to study. For himself, he likes the con-
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sistency of his program and his teachers,

72 and the abilty to focus ona subject he loves
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Méridian High will get around $800,000
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If the bond passes in September it will in-
clude funds fora mhﬁmﬁﬁxhﬂc&lfa—
cility on the M School grounds.
'I'hsfeduﬂmyﬁll train teachers
for the new programs as well as help set up
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Meridian High will still use the federal
money to trainteachers and will's
ahead with its plans tummm
in health science and visual and performing
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In the past thiee rain.buththaﬂ
School District and the Twin Falls School
District won smaller learning community
grants,
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