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A NATION AT RISK

Secretary of Education
U.S. Departnent of Education
Washi ngton, D.C. 20202

Dear M. Secretary:

On August 26, 1981, you created the National Comm ssion on Excell ence
I n Education and directed it to present a report on the quality of
education in America to you and to the Anerican people by April of
1983.

It has been ny privilege to chair this endeavor and on behalf of the
menbers of the Comm ssion it is nmy pleasure to transmt this report,
A Nation at Risk: The Inperative for Educational Reform

Qur purpose has been to help define the problens afflicting American
education and to provide solutions, not search for scapegoats. W
addressed the nmain i ssues as we saw them but have not attenpted to
treat the subordinate matters in any detail. W were forthright in our
di scussi ons and have been candid in our report regarding both the
strengt hs and weaknesses of Anerican education.

The Comm ssion deeply believes that the problens we have discerned in
Ameri can education can be both understood and corrected if the people
of our country, together with those who have public responsibility in
the matter, care enough and are courageous enough to do what is
required.

Each nmenber of the Conm ssion appreciates your |eadership in having

asked this diverse group of persons to exam ne one of the central

| ssues which will define our Nation's future. W especially wel coned
your confidence throughout the course of our deliberations and your

anticipation of a report free of political partisanship.

It is our collective and earnest hope that you will continue to
provide | eadership in this effort by assuring w de di ssem nation and
full discussion of this report, and by encouragi ng appropriate action
t hr oughout the country. W believe that materials conpiled by the
Commi ssion in the course of its work constitute a nmajor resource for
all persons interested in American education.

The ot her Comm ssioners and | sincerely appreciate the opportunity to
have served our country as nenbers of the National Conm ssion on
Excel l ence in Education, and on their behalf | remain,
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Respectful |y,

Davi d Pi erpont Gardner
Chai r man

VMEMBERS OF THE NATI ONAL COMM SSI ON ON EXCELLENCE | N EDUCATI ON

David P. Gardner (Chair)

Presi dent

University of U ah and

President-Elect, University of California
Salt Lake City, Utah
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A Nation At Risk - April 1983
| NTRODUCTI ON

Secretary of Education T. H Bell created the National Conmm ssion on
Excel |l ence in Education on August 26, 1981, directing it to exam ne
the quality of education in the United States and to nmake a report to
the Nation and to himw thin 18 nonths of its first neeting. In
accordance wth the Secretary's instructions, this report contains
practical recommendations for educational inprovenent and fulfills the
Comm ssion's responsibilities under the terns of its charter.

The Commi ssion was created as a result of the Secretary's concern
about "the w despread public perception that sonmething is seriously
rem ss in our educational system" Soliciting the "support of all who
care about our future,” the Secretary noted that he was establishing
t he Comm ssion based on his "responsibility to provide | eadership,
constructive criticism and effective assistance to schools and

uni versities."”

The Comm ssion's charter contai ned several specific charges to which
we have given particular attention. These included:

* assessing the quality of teaching and | earning in our Nation's
public and private schools, colleges, and universities;

* conparing Anerican schools and coll eges with those of other
advanced nati ons;

* studying the relationship between col | ege adm ssions requirenents
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and student achi evenent in high school;

* identifying educational prograns which result in notable student
success in college;

* assessing the degree to which major social and educati onal changes
in the last quarter century have affected student achi evenent; and

* defining problens which nust be faced and overcone if we are
successfully to pursue the course of excellence in education.

The Comm ssion's charter directed it to pay particular attention to

t eenage youth, and we have done so |largely by focusing on high
schools. Selective attention was given to the formative years spent in
el ementary schools, to higher education, and to vocational and
technical prograns. We refer those interested in the need for simlar
reformin higher education to the recent report of the American
Council on Education, To Strengthen the Quality of H gher Educati on.

In going about its work the Comm ssion has relied in the main upon
five sources of information:

* papers conm ssioned fromexperts on a variety of educational
| ssues;

* adm nistrators, teachers, students, representatives of

prof essional and public groups, parents, business |eaders, public
officials, and scholars who testified at eight neetings of the
full Comm ssion, six public hearings, tw panel discussions, a
synposi um and a series of neetings organi zed by the Departnent of
Education's Regional Ofices;

* existing anal yses of problens in education;

* |etters fromconcerned citizens, teachers, and adm ni strators who
vol unt eered extensive coments on problens and possibilities in
Anmeri can education; and

* descriptions of notable prograns and prom si ng approaches in
educati on.
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To these public-mnded citizens who took the trouble to share their
concerns wth us--frequently at their own expense in tine, noney, and
effort--we extend our thanks. In all cases, we have benefited from
their advice and taken their views into account; how we have treated
their suggestions is, of course, our responsibility alone. In
addition, we are grateful to the individuals in schools, universities,
f oundati ons, business, governnent, and communities throughout the
United States who provided the facilities and staff so necessary to

t he success of our many public functions.

The Comm ssion was inpressed during the course of its activities by
the diversity of opinion it received regarding the condition of

Anmeri can education and by conflicting views about what shoul d be done.
I n many ways, the nenbership of the Conm ssion itself reflected that
di versity and difference of opinion during the course of its work.
This report, neverthel ess, gives evidence that nen and wonen of good
wi |l can agree on common goals and on ways to pursue them

The Commi ssion's charter, the authors and topics of comm ssioned
papers, a list of the public events, and a roster of the Comm ssion's
staff are included in the appendi ces which conplete this vol une.

A Nation At Risk - April 1983

A NATI ON AT RI SK

Al'l, regardless of race or class or economc status, are entitled to

a fair chance and to the tools for devel oping their individual powers

of mnd and spirit to the utnost. This prom se neans that all children
by virtue of their own efforts, conpetently guided, can hope to attain
the mature and i nforned judgenent needed to secure gainful enploynent,
and to manage their own lives, thereby serving not only their own

I nterests but also the progress of society itself.

Qur Nation is at risk. Qur once unchal |l enged preem nence in conmmerce,
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i ndustry, science, and technol ogi cal innovation is being overtaken by
conpetitors throughout the world. This report is concerned with only
one of the many causes and di nensions of the problem but it is the
one that undergirds American prosperity, security, and civility. W
report to the Anerican people that while we can take justifiable pride
i n what our schools and coll eges have historically acconplished and
contributed to the United States and the well-being of its people, the
educati onal foundations of our society are presently being eroded by a
rising tide of nediocrity that threatens our very future as a Nation
and a people. What was uni magi nabl e a generati on ago has begun to
occur--others are matchi ng and surpassi ng our educational attainnents.

If an unfriendly foreign power had attenpted to i npose on Anerica the
medi ocre educational performance that exists today, we mght well have
viewed it as an act of war. As it stands, we have allowed this to
happen to oursel ves. W have even squandered the gains in student

achi evenent made in the wake of the Sputnik chall enge. Mreover, we
have di smantl ed essenti al support systens whi ch hel ped make t hose
gai ns possible. W have, in effect, been conmtting an act of

unt hi nki ng, unilateral educational disarmnent.

Qur society and its educational institutions seemto have | ost sight

of the basic purposes of schooling, and of the high expectations and

di sciplined effort needed to attain them This report, the result of

18 nont hs of study, seeks to generate reform of our educational system
i n fundanmental ways and to renew the Nation's conmtnment to schools
and col |l eges of high quality throughout the | ength and breadth of our

| and.

That we have conprom sed this conmtnent is, upon reflection, hardly
surprising, given the nultitude of often conflicting denmands we have
pl aced on our Nation's schools and colleges. They are routinely called
on to provide solutions to personal, social, and political problens
that the honme and other institutions either will not or cannot

resol ve. W nust understand that these demands on our schools and
col | eges often exact an educational cost as well as a financial one.

On the occasion of the Conmssion's first neeting, President Reagan
noted the central inportance of education in Anerican |ife when he
said: "Certainly there are few areas of Anerican life as inportant to
our society, to our people, and to our famlies as our schools and
colleges.” This report, therefore, is as nuch an open letter to the
Anerican people as it is a report to the Secretary of Education. W
are confident that the Anerican people, properly informed, will do
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what is right for their children and for the generations to cone.
The Ri sk

History is not kind to idlers. The tine is |ong past when Anerican's
destiny was assured sinply by an abundance of natural resources and

| nexhausti bl e human ent husi asm and by our relative isolation fromthe
mal i gnant probl ens of older civilizations. The world is indeed one

gl obal village. We |ive anong determ ned, well-educated, and strongly
notivated conpetitors. W conpete with themfor international standing
and markets, not only with products but also wth the ideas of our

| abor at ori es and nei ghbor hood wor kshops. Anerica's position in the
wor |l d may once have been reasonably secure wth only a few
exceptionally well-trained nen and wonen. It is no |onger.

The risk is not only that the Japanese nmake aut onobiles nore
efficiently than Americans and have governnment subsidies for

devel opnent and export. It is not just that the South Koreans recently
built the world' s nost efficient steel mll, or that American machine
tools, once the pride of the world, are being displaced by Gernman
products. It is also that these devel opnents signify a redistribution
of trained capability throughout the gl obe. Know edge, | earning,

i nformation, and skilled intelligence are the new raw materials of

i nternati onal comrerce and are today spreadi ng throughout the world as
vigorously as mracle drugs, synthetic fertilizers, and blue jeans did
earlier. If only to keep and inprove on the slimconpetitive edge we
still retain in world markets, we nust dedi cate ourselves to the

ref orm of our educational systemfor the benefit of all--old and young
al i ke, affluent and poor, majority and mnority. Learning is the

I ndi spensabl e i nvestnent required for success in the "information age"
we are entering.

Qur concern, however, goes well beyond matters such as industry and
comerce. It also includes the intellectual, noral, and spiritual
strengths of our people which knit together the very fabric of our
society. The people of the United States need to know that individuals
I n our society who do not possess the levels of skill, literacy, and
training essential to this newera will be effectively

di senfranchi sed, not sinply fromthe material rewards that acconpany
conpetent performance, but also fromthe chance to participate fully
in our national life. A high Ievel of shared education is essential to
a free, denocratic society and to the fostering of a conmon cul ture,
especially in a country that prides itself on pluralismand individual
freedom
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For our country to function, citizens nmust be able to reach sone
common under st andi ngs on conpl ex i ssues, often on short notice and on
the basis of conflicting or inconplete evidence. Education hel ps form
t hese common under st andi ngs, a point Thomas Jefferson nmade | ong ago in
his justly fanous dictum

| know no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but
t he peopl e thenselves; and if we think themnot enlightened enough
to exercise their control with a whol esone discretion, the renedy is
not to take it fromthembut to informtheir discretion.

Part of what is at risk is the promse first nade on this continent:
Al'l, regardl ess of race or class or economc status, are entitled to a
fair chance and to the tools for devel oping their individual powers of
mnd and spirit to the utnost. This prom se neans that all children by
virtue of their own efforts, conpetently guided, can hope to attain
the mature and i nforned judgnent needed to secure gai nful enploynent,
and to nmanage their own lives, thereby serving not only their own

i nterests but also the progress of society itself.

| ndi cators of the Ri sk

The educational dinensions of the risk before us have been anply
docunented in testinony received by the Comm ssion. For exanple:

* International conparisons of student achievenent, conpleted a
decade ago, reveal that on 19 academ c tests Anerican students
were never first or second and, in conparison wth other

i ndustrialized nations, were |ast seven tines.

* Some 23 mllion American adults are functionally illiterate by the
sinpl est tests of everyday reading, witing, and conprehension.

* About 13 percent of all 17-year-olds in the United States can be
considered functionally illiterate. Functional illiteracy anong
m nority youth may run as high as 40 percent.

* Average achi evenent of high school students on nobst standardi zed
tests is now | ower than 26 years ago when Sputni k was | aunched.

* QOver half the population of gifted students do not match their
tested ability with conparabl e achi evenent in school.

* The Col |l ege Board's Schol astic Aptitude Tests (SAT) denonstrate a
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virtually unbroken decline from 1963 to 1980. Average ver bal
scores fell over 50 points and average mat hemati cs scores dropped
nearly 40 points.

* Col |l ege Board achi evenent tests also reveal consistent declines in
recent years in such subjects as physics and Engli sh.

* Both the nunber and proportion of students denonstrating superior
achi evenent on the SATs (i.e., those with scores of 650 or higher)
have al so dramatically declined.

* Many 17-year-olds do not possess the "higher order" intellectual
skills we should expect of them Nearly 40 percent cannot draw

I nferences fromwitten nmaterial; only one-fifth can wite a
persuasi ve essay; and only one-third can solve a mat henatics
probl em requiring several steps.

* There was a steady decline in science achievenent scores of U S
17-year-ol ds as neasured by national assessnents of science in
1969, 1973, and 1977.

* Between 1975 and 1980, renedial mathematics courses in public
4-year colleges increased by 72 percent and now constitute
one-quarter of all mathematics courses taught in those

I nstitutions.

* Average tested achi evenent of students graduating fromcollege is
al so | ower.

* Business and mlitary |eaders conplain that they are required to
spend mllions of dollars on costly renedi al education and
training progranms in such basic skills as reading, witing,

spel ling, and conputation. The Departnent of the Navy, for

exanple, reported to the Comm ssion that one-quarter of its recent
recruits cannot read at the ninth grade |evel, the m ni nrum needed
sinply to understand witten safety instructions. Wthout renedial
wor k they cannot even begin, much | ess conplete, the sophisticated
training essential in much of the nodern mlitary.

These deficiencies cone at a tinme when the demand for highly skilled
workers in new fields is accelerating rapidly. For exanple:

* Conputers and conputer-controll ed equi pnent are penetrating every
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aspect of our lives--hones, factories, and offices.

* One estimate indicates that by the turn of the century mllions of
jobs wll involve |aser technol ogy and robotics.

* Technology is radically transform ng a host of other occupations.
They include health care, nedical science, energy production, food
processi ng, construction, and the building, repair, and

mai nt enance of sophisticated scientific, educational, mlitary,

and i ndustrial equipnent.

Anal ysts exam ning these indicators of student performance and the
demands for new skills have nade sone chilling observations.

Educati onal researcher Paul Hurd concluded at the end of a thorough
nati onal survey of student achievenent that within the context of the
nodern scientific revolution, "W are raising a new generation of
Americans that is scientifically and technologically illiterate.” In a
simlar vein, John Sl aughter, a fornmer Director of the National

Sci ence Foundation, warned of "a grow ng chasm between a snal
scientific and technological elite and a citizenry ill-inforned,

| ndeed uni nfornmed, on issues with a science conponent."

But the probl em does not stop there, nor do all observers see it the
same way. Sone worry that schools nay enphasi ze such rudi nents as
readi ng and conputation at the expense of other essential skills such
as conprehension, analysis, solving problens, and draw ng concl usi ons.
Still others are concerned that an over-enphasis on technical and
occupational skills will leave little tine for studying the arts and
humanities that so enrich daily life, help maintain civility, and
devel op a sense of comunity. Know edge of the hunmanities, they

mai ntai n, nust be harnessed to science and technology if the latter
are to remain creative and humane, just as the humanities need to be
i nformed by science and technology if they are to remain relevant to
t he human condition. Anot her anal yst, Paul Coppernan, has drawn a
sobering conclusion. Until now, he has noted:

Each generation of Americans has outstripped its parents in
education, in literacy, and in economc attainnent. For the first
time in the history of our country, the educational skills of one
generation will not surpass, will not equal, wll not even approach,
t hose of their parents.
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It is inportant, of course, to recognize that the average citizen
today is better educated and nore know edgeabl e than the average
citizen of a generation ago--nore literate, and exposed to nore

mat hematics, literature, and science. The positive inpact of this fact
on the well-being of our country and the |ives of our people cannot be
overstated. Neverthel ess, the average graduate of our schools and

coll eges today is not as well-educated as the average graduate of 25
or 35 years ago, when a much smaller proportion of our popul ation
conpl eted hi gh school and college. The negative inpact of this fact

| i kew se cannot be overst at ed.

Hope and Frustration

Statistics and their interpretation by experts show only the surface
di mension of the difficulties we face. Beneath themlies a tension
bet ween hope and frustration that characterizes current attitudes
about education at every |evel.

We have heard the voices of high school and col | ege students, school
board nenbers, and teachers; of |eaders of industry, mnority groups,
and hi gher education; of parents and State officials. W could hear

t he hope evident in their commtnent to quality education and in their
descriptions of outstandi ng prograns and schools. W could al so hear
the intensity of their frustration, a growing inpatience with

shoddi ness in many wal ks of Anerican |ife, and the conplaint that this
shoddiness is too often reflected in our schools and col |l eges. Their
frustration threatens to overwhel mtheir hope.

What |ies behind this enmerging national sense of frustration can be
descri bed as both a dimm ng of personal expectations and the fear of
| osing a shared vision for Anerica.

On the personal |evel the student, the parent, and the caring teacher
all perceive that a basic promse is not being kept. Mre and nore
young peopl e enmerge from high school ready neither for college nor for
wor k. This predi canent becones nore acute as the know edge base
continues its rapid expansion, the nunber of traditional jobs shrinks,
and new j obs demand greater sophistication and preparation.

On a broader scale, we sense that this undertone of frustration has
significant political inplications, for it cuts across ages,
generations, races, and political and econom c groups. W have cone to
understand that the public will demand that educational and political

| eaders act forcefully and effectively on these issues. |ndeed, such
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demands have al ready appeared and could well becone a unifying

nati onal preoccupation. This unity, however, can be achieved only if
we avoi d the unproductive tendency of sonme to search for scapegoats
anong the victins, such as the bel eaguered teachers.

On the positive side is the significant novenent by political and
educational |eaders to search for solutions--so far centering largely
on the nearly desperate need for increased support for the teaching of
mat hemati cs and science. This novenent is but a start on what we
believe is a larger and nore educationally enconpassing need to

| nprove teaching and learning in fields such as English, history,
geogr aphy, econom cs, and foreign | anguages. W believe this novenent
must be broadened and directed toward reform and excell ence throughout
educati on.

Excel |l ence i n Educati on

We define "excellence" to nean several related things. At the |evel of
the individual learner, it nmeans perform ng on the boundary of

i ndi vidual ability in ways that test and push back personal limts, in
school and in the workplace. Excellence characterizes a school or
coll ege that sets high expectations and goals for all |earners, then

tries in every way possible to help students reach them Excellence
characterizes a society that has adopted these policies, for it wll
t hen be prepared through the education and skill of its people to
respond to the challenges of a rapidly changing world. Qur Nation's
people and its schools and col |l eges nust be conmtted to achieving
excellence in all these senses.

We do not believe that a public commtnent to excell ence and
educational reform nust be nade at the expense of a strong public
commtnent to the equitable treatnent of our diverse popul ation. The
twn goals of equity and high-quality schooling have profound and
practical neaning for our econony and society, and we cannot permt
one to yield to the other either in principle or in practice. To do so
woul d deny young people their chance to learn and |ive according to
their aspirations and abilities. It also would lead to a generalized
accomodation to nediocrity in our society on the one hand or the
creation of an undenocratic elitismon the other.

Qur goal nust be to develop the talents of all to their fullest.

Attaining that goal requires that we expect and assist all students to
work to the limts of their capabilities. W should expect schools to
have genui nely hi gh standards rather than m ni numones, and parents to
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support and encourage their children to nake the nost of their talents
and abilities.

The search for solutions to our educational problens nust al so include
a conmtnent to life-long |learning. The task of rebuilding our system
of learning is enornous and nust be properly understood and taken
seriously: Although a mllion and a half new workers enter the econony
each year fromour schools and colleges, the adults working today wl|
still make up about 75 percent of the workforce in the year 2000.
These workers, and new entrants into the workforce, wll need further
education and retraining if they--and we as a Nation--are to thrive
and prosper.

The Learni ng Soci ety

In a world of ever-accelerating conpetition and change in the

condi tions of the workplace, of ever-greater danger, and of
ever-larger opportunities for those prepared to neet them educational
ref orm shoul d focus on the goal of creating a Learning Society. At the
heart of such a society is the conmtnent to a set of values and to a
system of education that affords all nenbers the opportunity to
stretch their mnds to full capacity, fromearly chil dhood through
adul t hood, learning nore as the world itself changes. Such a society
has as a basic foundation the idea that education is inportant not
only because of what it contributes to one's career goals but also
because of the value it adds to the general quality of one's life.
Also at the heart of the Learning Society are educati onal
opportunities extending far beyond the traditional institutions of

| ear ni ng, our schools and coll eges. They extend into honmes and

wor kpl aces; into libraries, art galleries, nuseuns, and science
centers; indeed, into every place where the individual can devel op and
mature in work and life. In our view, formal schooling in youth is the
essential foundation for |earning throughout one's life. But w thout
life-long learning, one's skills wll becone rapidly dated.

In contrast to the ideal of the Learning Society, however, we find
that for too many peopl e educati on neans doi ng the m ni nrum wor k
necessary for the nonent, then coasting through life on what may have
been learned in its first quarter. But this should not surprise us
because we tend to express our educational standards and expectations
largely in ternms of "mninmumrequirenents.” And where there should be
a coherent continuum of |earning, we have none, but instead an often
| ncoherent, outdated patchwork quilt. Many individual, sonetines
heroi c, exanples of schools and colleges of great nerit do exist. Qur
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findings and testinony confirmthe vitality of a nunber of notable
school s and progranms, but their very distinction stands out against a
vast nmass shaped by tensions and pressures that inhibit systematic
academ ¢ and vocational achievenent for the majority of students. In
sonme netropolitan areas basic literacy has becone the goal rather than
the starting point. In sone colleges naintaining enrollnents is of
greater day-to-day concern than maintaining rigorous acadenic
standards. And the ideal of academ c excellence as the prinmary goal of
schooling seens to be fading across the board in Anerican education.

Thus, we issue this call to all who care about Anerica and its future:
to parents and students; to teachers, admnistrators, and school board
menbers; to colleges and industry; to union nenbers and mlitary

| eaders; to governors and State legislators; to the President; to
menbers of Congress and other public officials; to nenbers of |earned
and scientific societies; to the print and electronic nedia; to
concerned citizens everywhere. Anerica is at risk.

We are confident that America can address this risk. If the tasks we
set forth are initiated now and our reconmmendations are fully realized
over the next several years, we can expect reformof our Nation's
school s, colleges, and universities. This would al so reverse the
current declining trend--a trend that stens nore from weakness of

pur pose, confusion of vision, underuse of talent, and | ack of

| eader ship, than from conditions beyond our control.

The Tool s at Hand

It is our conviction that the essential raw materials needed to reform
our educational systemare waiting to be nobilized through effective
| eader shi p:

* the natural abilities of the young that cry out to be devel oped
and the undi m ni shed concern of parents for the well-being of
their children:;

* the commtnent of the Nation to high retention rates in schools
and coll eges and to full access to education for all;

* the persistent and authentic Anmerican dreamthat superior
performance can raise one's state in |life and shape one's own
future;

* the dedication, against all odds, that keeps teachers serving in
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school s and col |l eges, even as the rewards di m ni sh;

* our better understanding of |earning and teaching and the

I nplications of this know edge for school practice, and the

nunmer ous exanpl es of |ocal success as a result of superior effort
and effective dissem nation;

* the ingenuity of our policynmakers, scientists, State and | ocal
educators, and scholars in formulating solutions once problens are
bett er under st ood;

* the traditional belief that paying for education is an investnent
i n ever-renewabl e human resources that are nore durable and
flexible than capital plant and equi pnment, and the availability in
this country of sufficient financial neans to invest in education;

* the equally sound tradition, fromthe Northwest O dinance of 1787
until today, that the Federal Governnent should suppl enent State,

| ocal, and other resources to foster key national educational

goal s; and

* the voluntary efforts of individuals, businesses, and parent and
civic groups to cooperate in strengthening educati onal prograns.

These raw materials, conbined with the unparalleled array of

educati onal organizations in Arerica, offer us the possibility to
create a Learning Society, in which public, private, and parochi al
school s; coll eges and universities; vocational and technical schools
and institutes; |ibraries; science centers, nuseuns, and ot her
cultural institutions; and corporate training and retraining prograns
of fer opportunities and choices for all to |learn throughout life.

The Public's Comm t ment

O all the tools at hand, the public's support for education is the
nost powerful. In a nessage to a National Acadeny of Sciences neeting
in May 1982, President Reagan commented on this fact when he said:

This public awareness--and | hope public action--is |ong overdue....
This country was built on Anmerican respect for education. . . Qur
chall enge nowis to create a resurgence of that thirst for education
that typifies our Nation's history.

The nost recent (1982) Gallup Poll of the Public's Attitudes Toward
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t he Public Schools strongly supported a thene heard during our
hearings: People are steadfast in their belief that education is the
maj or foundation for the future strength of this country. They even
consi dered education nore inportant than devel opi ng the best

i ndustrial systemor the strongest mlitary force, perhaps because

t hey understood education as the cornerstone of both. They also held

t hat education is "extrenely inportant” to one's future success, and

t hat public education should be the top priority for additional

Federal funds. Education occupied first place anong 12 fundi ng
categories considered in the survey--above health care, welfare, and
mlitary defense, with 55 percent selecting public education as one of
their first three choices. Very clearly, the public understands the
primary inportance of education as the foundation for a satisfying
life, an enlightened and civil society, a strong econony, and a secure
Nat i on.

At the sane tinme, the public has no patience with undemandi ng and
superfl uous high school offerings. In another survey, nore than 75
percent of all those questioned believed every student planning to go
to college should take 4 years of mathematics, English, history/ U S.
governnent, and science, with nore than 50 percent adding 2 years each
of a foreign | anguage and econom cs or busi ness. The public even
supports requiring nmuch of this curriculumfor students who do not
plan to go to college. These standards far exceed the strictest high
school graduation requirenents of any State today, and they al so
exceed the adm ssion standards of all but a handful of our nost

sel ective coll eges and universities.

Anot her di nension of the public's support offers the prospect of
constructive reform The best termto characterize it may sinply be

t he honorable word "patriotism" Citizens know intuitively what sone
of the best econom sts have shown in their research, that education is
one of the chief engines of a society's material well-being. They
know, too, that education is the common bond of a pluralistic society
and helps tie us to other cultures around the globe. Ctizens al so
know in their bones that the safety of the United States depends
principally on the wit, skill, and spirit of a self-confident people,
today and tonorrow. It is, therefore, essential--especially in a
period of long-termdecline in educational achievenent--for governnent
at all levels to affirmits responsibility for nurturing the Nation's
intell ectual capital.

And perhaps nost inportant, citizens know and believe that the neaning
of Anerica to the rest of the world nust be sonething better than it
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seens to many today. Anericans like to think of this Nation as the
preem nent country for generating the great ideas and nateri al
benefits for all mankind. The citizen is dismayed at a steady 15-year
decline in industrial productivity, as one great American industry
after another falls to world conpetition. The citizen wants the
country to act on the belief, expressed in our hearings and by the

| arge majority in the Gallup Poll, that education should be at the top
of the Nation's agenda.

A Nation at Risk - 1983
FI NDI NGS

We concl ude that declines in educational performance are in |arge part
the result of disturbing inadequacies in the way the educati onal
process itself is often conducted. The findings that follow, culled
froma nmuch nore extensive list, reflect four inportant aspects of the
educati onal process: content, expectations, tine, and teaching.

Fi ndi ngs Regar di ng Cont ent

By content we nean the very "stuff" of education, the curriculum
Because of our concern about the curriculum the Conmm ssion exam ned
patterns of courses high school students took in 1964-69 conpared with
course patterns in 1976-81. On the basis of these anal yses we

concl ude:

* Secondary school curricula have been honobgeni zed, diluted, and
diffused to the point that they no | onger have a central purpose.
In effect, we have a cafeteria style curriculumin which the
appeti zers and desserts can easily be m staken for the main
courses. Students have mgrated fromvocational and coll ege
preparatory prograns to "general track" courses in |arge nunbers.
The proportion of students taking a general program of study has
I ncreased from 12 percent in 1964 to 42 percent in 1979.

* This curricular snorgasbord, conbined with extensive student
choi ce, explains a great deal about where we find oursel ves today.
We offer internediate al gebra, but only 31 percent of our recent
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hi gh school graduates conplete it; we offer French |, but only 13
percent conplete it; and we offer geography, but only 16 percent
conplete it. Calculus is available in schools enrolling about 60
percent of all students, but only 6 percent of all students
conplete it.

* Twenty-five percent of the credits earned by general track high
school students are in physical and health education, work

experi ence outside the school, renedial English and mat hemati cs,
and personal service and devel opnent courses, such as training for
adul t hood and marri age.

Fi ndi ngs Regardi ng Expectations

We define expectations in terns of the |level of know edge, abilities,
and skills school and col | ege graduates shoul d possess. They al so
refer to the tine, hard work, behavior, self-discipline, and
notivation that are essential for high student achievenent. Such
expectations are expressed to students in several different ways:

* by grades, which reflect the degree to which students denonstrate
their mastery of subject nmatter;

* through high school and col |l ege graduation requirenents, which
tell students which subjects are nost inportant;

* by the presence or absence of rigorous exam nations requiring
students to denonstrate their mastery of content and skill before
receiving a diploma or a degree;

* by coll ege adm ssions requirenents, which reinforce high school
st andards; and

* by the difficulty of the subject matter students confront in their
texts and assigned readi ngs.

Qur anal yses in each of these areas indicate notable deficiencies:

* The anmpunt of homework for high school seniors has decreased
(two-thirds report less than 1 hour a night) and grades have risen
as average student achi evenent has been declining.

* I'n many other industrialized nations, courses in mathematics
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(other than arithnetic or general mathenatics), biology,

chem stry, physics, and geography start in grade 6 and are
required of all students. The tinme spent on these subjects,

based on class hours, is about three tines that spent by even the
nost science-oriented U.S. students, i.e., those who select 4
years of science and mat hematics in secondary school .

* A 1980 State-by-State survey of high school diplonma requirenents
reveals that only eight States require high schools to offer
foreign | anguage instruction, but none requires students to take
the courses. Thirty-five States require only 1 year of

mat hematics, and 36 require only 1 year of science for a diplona.

* In 13 States, 50 percent or nore of the units required for high
school graduation may be el ectives chosen by the student. G ven
this freedomto choose the substance of half or nore of their
educati on, many students opt for |ess denmandi ng personal service
courses, such as bachelor |iving.

* "M ni mum conpet ency” exam nations (now required in 37 States) fal
short of what is needed, as the "m ninmunt tends to becone the
"maxi mum " thus | owering educational standards for all.

* One-fifth of all 4-year public colleges in the United States nust
accept every high school graduate within the State regardl ess of
program fol |l owed or grades, thereby serving notice to high school
students that they can expect to attend college even if they do

not follow a demandi ng course of study in high school or perform
wel | .

* About 23 percent of our nore selective colleges and universities
reported that their general |evel of selectivity declined during
the 1970s, and 29 percent reported reducing the nunber of specific
hi gh school courses required for adm ssion (usually by dropping
foreign | anguage requirenents, which are now specified as a
condition for adm ssion by only one-fifth of our institutions of

hi gher education).

* Too few experienced teachers and scholars are involved in witing
t ext books. During the past decade or so a | arge nunber of texts
have been "witten down" by their publishers to ever-I|lower reading
| evel s in response to perceived market demands.

* A recent study by Education Products |Information Exchange reveal ed
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that a majority of students were able to nmaster 80 percent of the
material in sonme of their subject-matter texts before they had
even opened the books. Many books do not chall enge the students to
whom t hey are assi gned.

* Expenditures for textbooks and other instructional materials have
declined by 50 percent over the past 17 years. \Wile sone

recommend a | evel of spending on texts of between 5 and 10 percent
of the operating costs of schools, the budgets for basal texts and
related materials have been dropping during the past decade and a
half to only 0.7 percent today.

Fi ndi ngs Regardi ng Tine

Evi dence presented to the Comm ssion denonstrates three disturbing
facts about the use that American schools and students make of tine:
(1) conpared to other nations, Anmerican students spend nuch | ess tine
on school work; (2) tine spent in the classroomand on homework is
often used ineffectively; and (3) schools are not doing enough to help
students devel op either the study skills required to use tine well or
the willingness to spend nore tine on school work.

* In Engl and and other industrialized countries, it is not unusual
for academ c hi gh school students to spend 8 hours a day at

school, 220 days per year. In the United States, by contrast, the
typi cal school day lasts 6 hours and the school year is 180 days.

* I'n many schools, the tine spent |earning how to cook and drive
counts as nuch toward a high school diplom as the tinme spent
studyi ng mat hematics, English, chemstry, U S. history, or

bi ol ogy.

* A study of the school week in the United States found that sone
school s provided students only 17 hours of academ c instruction
during the week, and the average school provided about 22.

* A California study of individual classroons found that because of
poor nmanagenent of classroomtine, sone elenentary students
received only one-fifth of the instruction others received in
readi ng conprehensi on.

* In nost schools, the teaching of study skills is haphazard and
unpl anned. Consequently, many students conpl ete high school and
enter college without disciplined and systematic study habits.
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Fi ndi ngs Regardi ng Teachi ng

The Comm ssion found that not enough of the academ cally able students
are being attracted to teaching; that teacher preparation prograns
need substantial inprovenent; that the professional working life of
teachers is on the whol e unacceptable; and that a serious shortage of
teachers exists in key fields.

* Too many teachers are being drawn fromthe bottom quarter of
graduati ng high school and coll ege students.

* The teacher preparation curriculumis weighted heavily with
courses in "educational nethods" at the expense of courses in
subjects to be taught. A survey of 1,350 institutions training
teachers indicated that 41 percent of the tinme of elenentary
school teacher candidates is spent in education courses, which
reduces the anount of tinme available for subject matter courses.

* The average salary after 12 years of teaching is only $17,000 per
year, and many teachers are required to supplenent their incone
wWith part-tinme and sumer enploynent. In addition, individual
teachers have little influence in such critical professional

deci sions as, for exanple, textbook selection.

* Despite w despread publicity about an overpopul ati on of teachers,
severe shortages of certain kinds of teachers exist: in the fields
of mathematics, science, and foreign | anguages; and anong
specialists in education for gifted and tal ented, |anguage

m nority, and handi capped students.

* The shortage of teachers in mathematics and science is
particularly severe. A 1981 survey of 45 States reveal ed shortages
of mathematics teachers in 43 States, critical shortages of earth
sciences teachers in 33 States, and of physics teachers

ever ywhere.

* Half of the newly enployed mat hematics, science, and English
teachers are not qualified to teach these subjects; fewer than
one-third of U S. high schools offer physics taught by qualified
t eachers.
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A Nation at Risk - April 1983
RECOMVENDATI ONS

In light of the urgent need for inprovenent, both inmedi ate and | ong
term this Conm ssion has agreed on a set of recommendations that the
Aneri can people can begin to act on now, that can be inplenented over
t he next several years, and that prom se lasting reform The topics
are famliar; there is little nystery about what we believe nust be
done. Many schools, districts, and States are already giving serious
and constructive attention to these matters, even though their plans
may differ fromour reconmendations in sone details.

W wish to note that we refer to public, private, and parochi al
school s and colleges alike. Al are val uable national resources.
Exanpl es of actions simlar to those recomended bel ow can be found in
each of them

We nust enphasi ze that the variety of student aspirations, abilities,
and preparation requires that appropriate content be available to
satisfy diverse needs. Attention nust be directed to both the nature
of the content available and to the needs of particular |earners. The
nost gifted students, for exanple, may need a curriculumenriched and
accel erated beyond even the needs of other students of high ability.
Simlarly, educationally disadvantaged students may require speci al
curriculummaterials, smaller classes, or individual tutoring to help
them master the nmaterial presented. Nevertheless, there remains a
common expectation: W nust demand the best effort and performance
fromall students, whether they are gifted or |l ess able, affluent or
di sadvant aged, whet her destined for college, the farm or industry.

Qur recomendati ons are based on the beliefs that everyone can | earn,
t hat everyone is born with an urge to | earn which can be nurtured,
that a solid high school education is within the reach of virtually
all, and that life-long learning will equip people with the skills
required for new careers and for citizenship.

Reconmmendati on A: Cont ent
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We recommend that State and | ocal high school graduation

requi renments be strengthened and that, at a mninum all students
seeking a diploma be required to lay the foundations in the Five New
Basics by taking the follow ng curriculumduring their 4 years of high
school : (a)years of English; (b)years of mathematics; (c)&nbsp3

years of science; (d)years of social studies; and (e) one-half year

of conputer science. For the college-bound, 2 years of foreign

| anguage in high school are strongly recommended in addition to those
taken earlier.

What ever the student's educational or work objectives, know edge of
the New Basics is the foundation of success for the after-school years
and, therefore, forns the core of the nodern curriculum A high |evel
of shared education in these Basics, together wwth work in the fine
and performng arts and foreign | anguages, constitutes the m nd and
spirit of our culture. The follow ng I nplenenti ng Recommendati ons are
I ntended as illustrative descriptions. They are included here to
clarify what we nean by the essentials of a strong curriculum

| npl enent i ng Reconmendat i ons

1. The teaching of English in high school should equip graduates

to: (a)&nbspconprehend, interpret, evaluate, and use what they read;
(b)wel | -organi zed, effective papers; (c) effectively

and discuss ideas intelligently; and (d)our literary

heritage and how it enhances i nmagi nati on and et hi cal

under standing, and how it relates to the custons, ideas, and

values of today's life and culture.

2. The teaching of mathematics in high school should equip
graduates to: (a)geonetric and al gebraic concepts;

(b)elenentary probability and statistics; (c)&nbspapply

mat hematics in everyday situations; and (d) estinmate, approxi mte,
nmeasure, and test the accuracy of their calculations. In addition
to the traditional sequence of studies available for coll ege-bound
students, new, equally demandi ng mat hematics curricula need to be
devel oped for those who do not plan to continue their fornal
education i medi ately.

3. The teaching of science in high school should provide graduates
with an introduction to: (a)concepts, |aws, and processes of
t he physi cal and bi ol ogi cal sciences; (b)nethods of
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scientific inquiry and reasoning; (c)application of

scientific know edge to everyday life; and (d) social and
environnental inplications of scientific and technol ogi cal

devel opnent. Sci ence courses nust be revised and updated for both
t he col | ege-bound and those not intending to go to college. An
exanpl e of such work is the American Chemi cal Society's "Chem stry
i n the Conmunity" program

4. The teaching of social studies in high school should be designed
to: (a)students to fix their places and possibilities

within the [arger social and cultural structure; (b)&nbspunderstand
t he broad sweep of both ancient and contenporary ideas that have
shaped our world; and (c)the fundanentals of how our

econom ¢ system wor ks and how our political systemfunctions; and
(d)the difference between free and repressive societies. An
under st andi ng of each of these areas is requisite to the inforned
and comm tted exercise of citizenship in our free society.

5. The teaching of conputer science in high school should equip
graduates to: (a)the conputer as an information,

conput ati on, and conmuni cati on device; (b)the conputer in the
study of the other Basics and for personal and work-rel ated

pur poses; and (c)the world of conputers, electronics,

and rel ated technol ogi es.

In addition to the New Basics, other inportant curriculummatters
must be addressed.

6. Achieving proficiency in a foreign |anguage ordinarily requires
from4 to 6 years of study and should, therefore, be started in
the elenentary grades. We believe it is desirable that students
achi eve such proficiency because study of a foreign | anguage

I ntroduces students to non-English-speaking cultures, heightens
awar eness and conprehensi on of one's native tongue, and serves the
Nation's needs in comrerce, diplomacy, defense, and educati on.

7. The high school curriculumshould also provide students with
prograns requiring rigorous effort in subjects that advance
students' personal, educational, and occupational goals, such as
the fine and performng arts and vocati onal education. These areas
conpl enent the New Basics, and they should demand the sane | evel

of performance as the Basics.

8. The curriculumin the crucial eight grades |leading to the high
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school years should be specifically designed to provide a sound
base for study in those and |l ater years in such areas as English

| anguage devel opnment and witing, conputational and probl em
solving skills, science, social studies, foreign | anguage, and the
arts. These years should foster an enthusiasmfor |earning and the
devel opnent of the individual's gifts and tal ents.

9. W encourage the continuation of efforts by groups such as the
Anmeri can Chem cal Society, the American Association for the
Advancenent of Science, the Mddern Language Associ ation, and the
Nati onal Councils of Teachers of English and Teachers of

Mat hematics, to revise, update, inprove, and nake avail abl e new
and nore diverse curricular nmaterials. W applaud the consortia of
educators and scientific, industrial, and scholarly societies that
cooperate to i nprove the school curriculum

Recommendati on B: Standards and Expectations

We recomend that schools, colleges, and universities adopt nore

ri gorous and neasurabl e standards, and hi gher expectations, for
academ c performance and student conduct, and that 4-year colleges and
universities raise their requirenents for admssion. This will help
students do their best educationally with challenging materials in an
envi ronnent that supports |earning and authentic acconplishnent.

| npl enent i ng Reconmendat i ons

1. Grades should be indicators of academ c achi evenent so they can be
relied on as evidence of a student's readiness for further study.

2. Four-year colleges and universities should raise their adm ssions
requi renents and advise all potential applicants of the standards
for admssion in terns of specific courses required, perfornmance

In these areas, and | evels of achi evenent on standardi zed

achi evenent tests in each of the five Basics and, where

appl i cabl e, foreign | anguages.

3. Standardi zed tests of achievenent (not to be confused with
aptitude tests) should be adm nistered at major transition points
fromone | evel of schooling to another and particularly from high
school to college or work. The purposes of these tests would be
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to: (a)the student's credentials; (b) the need

for renedial intervention; and (c)the opportunity for

advanced or accel erated work. The tests should be adm nistered as
part of a nationw de (but not Federal) systemof State and | ocal
standardi zed tests. This system shoul d i nclude other diagnostic
procedures that assist teachers and students to eval uate student
progr ess.

4. Textbooks and other tools of |earning and teaching should be
upgr aded and updated to assure nore rigorous content. W call upon
university scientists, scholars, and nenbers of professional
societies, in collaboration wwth naster teachers, to help in this
task, as they did in the post-Sputnik era. They shoul d assi st

wi I ling publishers in devel oping the products or publish their own
alternatives where there are persistent i1 nadequacies.

5. In considering textbooks for adoption, States and school districts
shoul d: (a)texts and other materials on their ability to

present rigorous and challenging material clearly; and (b)&nbsprequire
publ i shers to furnish evaluation data on the naterial's

ef fecti veness.

6. Because no textbook in any subject can be geared to the needs of
all students, funds should be made avail able to support text

devel opnent in "thin-market" areas, such as those for

di sadvant aged students, the |earning disabled, and the gifted and

t al ent ed.

7. To assure quality, all publishers should furnish evidence of the
qual ity and appropri ateness of textbooks, based on results from
field trials and credi ble evaluation. In view of the enornous
nunbers and varieties of texts available, nore w despread consuner

I nformati on services for purchasers are badly needed.

8. New instructional materials should reflect the nost current
applications of technology in appropriate curriculum areas, the
best schol arship in each discipline, and research in |earning and
t eachi ng.

Reconmmendation C. Tine

We recommend that significantly nore tine be devoted to | earning
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the New Basics. This will require nore effective use of the existing
school day, a |onger school day, or a |engthened school year.

| npl enent i ng Reconmendat i ons

1. Students in high schools should be assigned far nore honmework than
IS now the case.

2. Instruction in effective study and work skills, which are
essential if school and independent tine is to be used
efficiently, should be introduced in the early grades and
conti nued throughout the student's schooli ng.

3. School districts and State |egislatures should strongly consi der
7- hour school days, as well as a 200- to 220-day school year.

4. The tinme available for |earning should be expanded t hrough better
cl assroom nanagenent and organi zati on of the school day. If
necessary, additional tinme should be found to neet the speci al

needs of slow |l earners, the gifted, and others who need nore

I nstructional diversity than can be accommobdated during a
conventional school day or school year.

5. The burden on teachers for maintaining discipline should be
reduced t hrough the devel opnent of firmand fair codes of student
conduct that are enforced consistently, and by considering

al ternative classroons, prograns, and schools to neet the needs of
continually disruptive students.

6. Attendance policies with clear incentives and sanctions should be
used to reduce the anount of tinme |lost through student absenteei sm
and tardi ness.

7. Adm nistrative burdens on the teacher and related intrusions into
t he school day should be reduced to add tinme for teaching and
| ear ni ng.

8. Pl acenent and grouping of students, as well as pronotion and
graduation policies, should be guided by the academ c progress of
students and their instructional needs, rather than by rigid
adherence to age.

Recomrendati on D. Teachi ng
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Thi s recomendati on consi sts of seven parts. Each is intended to

| nprove the preparation of teachers or to nake teaching a nore
rewar di ng and respected profession. Each of the seven stands on its
own and shoul d not be considered solely as an inplenenting
reconmendat i on.

1. Persons preparing to teach should be required to neet high
educati onal standards, to denpbnstrate an aptitude for teaching,
and to denonstrate conpetence in an academ c discipline. Colleges
and universities offering teacher preparation prograns shoul d be
j udged by how well their graduates neet these criteria.

2. Salaries for the teaching profession should be increased and
shoul d be professionally conpetitive, nmarket-sensitive, and
perfor mance- based. Sal ary, pronotion, tenure, and retention
deci sions should be tied to an effective evaluation systemthat
I ncl udes peer review so that superior teachers can be rewarded,
average ones encouraged, and poor ones either inproved or

t er m nat ed.

3. School boards should adopt an 1l1-nonth contract for teachers. This
woul d ensure tinme for curriculum and professional devel opnent,
prograns for students with special needs, and a nore adequate

| evel of teacher conpensation.

4. School boards, adm nistrators, and teachers should cooperate to
devel op career | adders for teachers that distinguish anong the
begi nning instructor, the experienced teacher, and the master

t eacher.

5. Substantial nonschool personnel resources should be enployed to
hel p solve the i mmedi ate problem of the shortage of mathenmatics
and science teachers. Qualified individuals, including recent
graduates with mathemati cs and sci ence degrees, graduate students,
and industrial and retired scientists could, with appropriate
preparation, imedi ately begin teaching in these fields. A nunber
of our | eading science centers have the capacity to begin
educating and retraining teachers imredi ately. OQher areas of
critical teacher need, such as English, nust al so be addressed.
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6. Incentives, such as grants and | oans, should be nade available to
attract outstanding students to the teaching profession,
particularly in those areas of critical shortage.

7. Master teachers should be involved in designing teacher
preparation prograns and in supervising teachers during their
probati onary years.

Recommendati on E: Leadership and Fiscal Support

We recomend that citizens across the Nation hold educators and

el ected officials responsible for providing the | eadership necessary
to achi eve these reforns, and that citizens provide the fiscal support
and stability required to bring about the reforns we propose.

| npl enent i ng Reconmendat i ons

1. Principals and superintendents nust play a crucial |eadership role
I n devel opi ng school and community support for the reforns we
propose, and school boards nust provide themw th the professional
devel opnent and ot her support required to carry out their

| eadership role effectively. The Conm ssion stresses the

di stinction between | eadership skills involving persuasion,
setting goals and devel opi ng comunity consensus behind them and
manageri al and supervisory skills. Although the latter are
necessary, we believe that school boards nust consciously devel op
| eadership skills at the school and district levels if the reforns
we propose are to be achieved.

2. State and local officials, including school board nenbers,
governors, and legislators, have the primary responsibility for
financi ng and governing the schools, and should incorporate the
refornms we propose in their educational policies and fiscal

pl anni ng.

3. The Federal CGovernnment, in cooperation with States and |ocalities,
shoul d hel p neet the needs of key groups of students such as the
gifted and tal ented, the soci oeconom cally di sadvantaged, mnority
and | anguage mnority students, and the handi capped. In

conbi nation these groups include both national resources and the
Nation's youth who are nost at risk.
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4. In addition, we believe the Federal Governnent's role includes
several functions of national consequence that States and

| ocalities alone are unlikely to be able to neet: protecting
constitutional and civil rights for students and school personnel;
collecting data, statistics, and informati on about education
general ly; supporting curriculuminprovenent and research on

t eachi ng, |earning, and the managenent of schools; supporting
teacher training in areas of critical shortage or key national
needs; and providing student financial assistance and research and
graduate training. We believe the assistance of the Federal

Gover nnent should be provided with a m ninum of adm ni strative
burden and i ntrusiveness.

5. The Federal Governnent has the primary responsibility to
identify the national interest in education. It should also help
fund and support efforts to protect and pronote that interest. It
must provide the national |eadership to ensure that the Nation's
public and private resources are nmarshal ed to address the issues
di scussed in this report.

6. This Comm ssion calls upon educators, parents, and public
officials at all levels to assist in bringing about the

educati onal reformproposed in this report. W also call upon
citizens to provide the financial support necessary to acconplish
t hese purposes. Excellence costs. But in the long run nediocrity
costs far nore.

America Can Do It

Despite the obstacles and difficulties that inhibit the pursuit of
superior educational attainment, we are confident, wth history as our
gui de, that we can neet our goal. The American educational system has
responded to previous challenges with remarkabl e success. In the 19th
century our |and-grant colleges and universities provided the research
and training that devel oped our Nation's natural resources and the
rich agricultural bounty of the Anerican farm Fromthe | ate 1800s

t hrough m d-20th century, Anmerican schools provided the educated
wor kf orce needed to seal the success of the Industrial Revolution and
to provide the margin of victory in two world wars. In the early part
of this century and continuing to this very day, our schools have
absor bed vast waves of imm grants and educated them and their children
to productive citizenship. Simlarly, the Nation's Black col |l eges have
provi ded opportunity and undergraduate education to the vast majority
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of coll ege-educated Bl ack Ameri cans.

More recently, our institutions of higher education have provided the
scientists and skilled technicians who hel ped us transcend the
boundari es of our planet. In the last 30 years, the schools have been
a maj or vehicle for expanded social opportunity, and now graduate 75
percent of our young people from high school. |ndeed, the proportion
of Anericans of college age enrolled in higher education is nearly

tw ce that of Japan and far exceeds other nations such as France, West
Germany, and the Sovi et Union. Moreover, when international

conpari sons were | ast nmade a decade ago, the top 9 percent of Anmerican
students conpared favorably in achievenent with their peers in other
countries.

In addition, many | arge urban areas in recent years report that

aver age student achievenent in elenentary schools is inproving. Mre
and nore schools are al so offering advanced pl acenent prograns and
prograns for gifted and tal ented students, and nore and nore students
are enrolling in them

W are the inheritors of a past that gives us every reason to believe
that we will succeed.

A Wrd to Parents and Students

The task of assuring the success of our recommendati ons does not fall
to the schools and coll eges al one. Ooviously, faculty nenbers and
adm nistrators, along with policynmakers and the mass nedia, wll play
a crucial role in the reformof the educational system But even nore
i nportant is the role of parents and students, and to them we speak
directly.

To Parents

You know that you cannot confidently | aunch your children into today's
worl d unl ess they are of strong character and well-educated in the use
of | anguage, science, and mat hematics. They nust possess a deep
respect for intelligence, achievenent, and |learning, and the skills
needed to use them for setting goals; and for disciplined work. That
respect must be acconpani ed by an intol erance for the shoddy and
second-rate masquer adi ng as "good enough.”

You have the right to demand for your children the best our schools
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and col | eges can provide. Your vigilance and your refusal to be
satisfied with I ess than the best are the inperative first step. But
your right to a proper education for your children carries a double
responsibility. As surely as you are your child's first and nost

i nfluential teacher, your child s ideas about education and its
significance begin with you. You nmust be a _living_ exanple of what
you expect your children to honor and to enul ate. Moreover, you bear a
responsibility to participate actively in your child s education. You
shoul d encourage nore diligent study and di scourage satisfaction with
mediocrity and the attitude that says "let it slide"; nonitor your
child' s study; encourage good study habits; encourage your child to

t ake nore demandi ng rather than | ess demandi ng courses; nurture your
child s curiosity, creativity, and confidence; and be an active
participant in the work of the schools. Above all, exhibit a
commtnment to continued learning in your owmn life. Finally, help your
chil dren understand that excellence in education cannot be achieved

wi thout intellectual and noral integrity coupled with hard work and
commtnment. Children will look to their parents and teachers as nobdel s
of such virtues.

To Students

You forfeit your chance for life at its fullest when you w thhold your
best effort in | earning. Wien you give only the mninmnumto |earning,
you receive only the mnimumin return. Even with your parents' best
exanpl e and your teachers' best efforts, in the end it is _your_ work
t hat determ nes how nmuch and how well you |l earn. Wien you work to your
full capacity, you can hope to attain the knowl edge and skills that
wi Il enable you to create your future and control your destiny. If you
do not, you will have your future thrust upon you by others. Take hol d
of your life, apply your gifts and talents, work with dedication and
sel f-discipline. Have high expectations for yourself and convert every
chal |l enge into an opportunity.

A Final Wrd

This is not the first or only comm ssion on education, and sone of our
findings are surely not new, but old business that now at |ast nust be
done. For no one can doubt that the United States is under chall enge
frommany quarters.

Chil dren born today can expect to graduate from high school in the
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year 2000. W dedicate our report not only to these children, but also
to those now in school and others to cone. W firnmly believe that a
novenment of Anmerica' s schools in the direction called for by our
recomrendations will prepare these children for far nore effective
lives in a far stronger Anerica.

Qur final word, perhaps better characterized as a plea, is that all
segnents of our popul ation give attention to the inplenentation of our
recomendati ons. Qur present plight did not appear overnight, and the
responsibility for our current situation is w despread. Reform of our
educational systemw | take tinme and unwavering commtnent. It wll
require equally w despread, energetic, and dedi cated action. For
exanple, we call upon the National Acadeny of Sciences, National
Acadeny of Engineering, Institute of Medicine, Science Service,
Nat i onal Sci ence Foundati on, Social Science Research Council, Anerican
Counci| of Learned Societies, National Endowrent for the Humanities,
Nat i onal Endowrent for the Arts, and other scholarly, scientific, and
| earned societies for their help in this effort. Help should cone from
students thensel ves; from parents, teachers, and school boards; from
col l eges and universities; fromlocal, State, and Federal officials;
fromteachers' and adm nistrators' organi zations; fromindustrial and
| abor councils; and fromother groups with interest in and
responsibility for educational reform

It is their Anerica, and the America of all of us, that is at risk; it
Is to each of us that this inperative is addressed. It is by our

wi | lingness to take up the challenge, and our resolve to see it

t hrough, that Anerica's place in the world will be either secured or
forfeited. Anmericans have succeeded before and so we shall again.

A Nation At Risk - April 1983
APPENDI X A: CHARTER- - NATI ONAL COVM SSI ON ON EXCELLENCE | N EDUCATI ON
Aut hority

20 U.S.C. 1233a. The Conmm ssion is governed by the provisions of Part
D of the General Education Provisions Act (P.L. 90-247 as anended; 20
U S C 1233 et seq.) and the Federal Advisory Commttee Act (P.L.
92-463; 5 U. S. C Appendix |I) which set forth standards for the
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formati on and use of advisory conmttees.
Pur pose and Functi ons

The Comm ssion advi ses and nmakes recommendations to the nation and to
the Secretary of Education. To carry out this m ssion the Conmm ssion
I's charged with the followi ng responsibilities:

1. To review and synthesize the data and scholarly literature on the
quality of learning and teaching in the nation's school s,

col |l eges, and universities, both public and private, wth speci al
concern for the educational experience of teen-age youth;

2. To exam ne and to conpare and contrast the curricula, standards,
and expectations of the educational systens of several advanced
countries with those of the United States;

3. To study a representative sanpling of university and coll ege
adm ssion standards and | ower division course requirenments wth
particular reference to the inpact upon the enhancenent of quality
and the pronotion of excell ence such standards may have on high
school curricula and on expected | evels of high school academ c
achi evenent;

4. To review and to describe educational prograns that are recogni zed
as preparing students who consistently attain higher than average
scores in college entrance exam nations and who neet with uncommon
success the demands placed on them by the nation's coll eges and

uni versities;

5. To review the maj or changes that have occurred in Anerican
education as well as events in society during the past quarter
century that have significantly affected educati onal achi evenent;

6. To hold hearings and to receive testinony and expert advice on
efforts that could and should be taken to foster higher |evels of
quality and academ c excellence in the nation's schools, colleges,
and universities;

7. To do all other things needed to define the problens of and the
barriers to attaining greater |evels of excellence in Anerican
education; and

8. To report and to make practical recommendations for action to be
taken by educators, public officials, governing boards, parents,
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and others having a vital interest in American education and a
capacity to influence it for the better.

Structure

The Comm ssion consists of at |east 12, but not nore than 19, public
menbers appoi nted by the Secretary. The Secretary shall designate a
chai rperson from anong the nenbers. Anong its nenbers the Conm ssion
I ncl udes persons who are know edgeabl e about educati onal prograns at
various levels and are famliar with views of the public, of

enpl oyers, of educators, and of |eaders of a range of professions
regardi ng the status of education today, requirenents for the future,
and ways the quality of education for all Anericans can be inproved.

A quorum of the Commi ssion is a nmajority of appointed nenbers.

Terns of service of nenbers end with the term nation of the
Comm ssi on.

Hearings on behalf of the Comm ssion may be held by one or nore
menbers wth the authorization of the chairperson.

The Commi ssion may establish standing commttees conposed excl usively
of its nmenbers. Each standing commttee conplies with the requirenents
of applicable statutes and Departnental regul ations. Each committee
presents to the Conm ssion findings and recommendati ons for action by
the full Comm ssion. Tinely notification of the establishnment of a
comm ttee and any change therein, including its charge, nenbership,
and frequency of neetings, wll be made in witing to the Commttee
Managenent O ficer. All commttees act under the policies established
by the Conm ssion as a whol e.

Managenent and staff services are provided by the Executive Director
who serves as the Designated Federal Oficial to the Comm ssion and by
the National Institute of Education.

Meet i ngs

The Commi ssion neets approxinmately four tinmes a year at the call of

t he Chairperson, with the advance approval of the Secretary or the
Desi gnated Federal O ficial who approves the agenda and is present or
represented at all neetings. Standing commttees neet as required at
the call of their Chairperson with the concurrence of the Comm ssion
Chairperson. Al neetings are open to the public except as determ ned
ot herwi se by the Assistant Secretary for Educational Research and
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| mprovenent. Notice of all neetings shall be given to the public.
Meeti ngs are conducted, and records of proceedi ngs kept, in accordance
wi th applicable | aws and Departnent regul ations.

Conpensati on

I n accordance with the General Education Provisions Act and ot her
appl i cabl e | aws, Conm ssion nenbers shall be entitled to an honorarium
of $100 per day for official business of the Comm ssion. Their per
diem and travel expenses will be paid in accordance with Federal

Travel Regul ations.

Annual Cost Estinate

Estimate of the direct cost for operating the Conm ssion, including
conpensation and travel expenses for nenbers as well as costs for

studi es, but excluding staff support, is $332,000. Estimate of annual
person-years of staff required is 16. Estimate of direct annual costs
for admnistrative support, staff and staff per diemand travel
expenses i s $453,000. The National Institute of Education will provide
addi tional adm nistrative and research assistance to the Conmm ssi on.

Reports

In addition to its final report, which is expected ei ghteen nonths
fromthe initial neeting, the Comm ssion submts to the Congress by
March 31 of each year an annual report which contains as a mninum a
list of the nanmes and busi ness addresses of the nenbers, a list of the
dates and pl aces of the neetings, the functions of the Comm ssion, and
a summary of Conmm ssion activities and recommendati ons nmade during the
year. Such report is transmtted with the Secretary's annual report to
Congress. The Comm ssi on makes such other reports or recommendations
as may be appropriate. A copy of the annual report and other reports
I's provided to the Conmttee Managenent O ficer.

Term nati on Date

It is estimated that the tine necessary for the Conm ssion to conplete
its activities and report is at least 18 nonths. Therefore, to insure
the conpletion of the report, the Secretary determnes that this

Commi ssion term nates not |ater than two years fromthe date of this
Charter.

APPROVED:
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August 5, 1981
T.H Bell, Secretary of Education

A Nation at Risk - April 1983

APPENDI X B: SCHEDULE OF THE COW SSI ON' S PUBLI C EVENTS

In addition to these public events, the Comm ssion nenbers al so
attended a nunber of subcomm ttee neetings and wor ksessi ons over the
course of 18 nonths.

Event: Full Comm ssion Meeting
Dat es: COctober 9-10, 1981
Pl ace: Washi ngton, D.C.

Event: Full Comm ssion Meeting
Dat e: Decenber 7, 1981
Pl ace: Washi ngton, D.C

Event: Full Comm ssion Meeting
Dat e: February 25, 1982
Pl ace: Washi ngton, D.C

Event: Hearing--Science, Mthematics, and Technol ogy Educati on

Date: March 11, 1982

Pl ace: Stanford University, Stanford, California

Hosts: Donal d Kennedy, President, Stanford University; and J.

Myron Atkin, Dean, G aduate School of Education, Stanford University

Event: Heari ng--Language and Literacy: Skills for Academ c Learning
Date: April 16, 1982

Pl ace: Houston I ndependent School District, Houston, Texas

Hosts: Raynon Bynum Texas State Conmm ssioner of Education; and
Billy R Reagan, Ceneral Superintendent, Houston |ndependent School
District

Event: Panel Di scussion--Performnce Expectations in Anerican
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Educati on

Date: April 30, 1982

Pl ace: The University of Pennsylvania, Phil adel phia, Pennsyl vania
Host: Thonmas Erlich, Provost, The University of Pennsyl vani a

Event: Hearing--Teachi ng and Teacher Educati on

Date: May 12, 1982

Pl ace: Cerogia State University, Atlanta, Georgia

Hosts: Alonzo Crim Superintendent, Atlanta Public Schools;

Sher man Day, Dean, School of Education, Georgia State University;
and Bar bara Hatton, Dean, School of Education, Atlanta University

Event: Full Comm ssion Meeting
Date: May 25, 1982
Pl ace: Washi ngton, D.C

Event: Hearing--Col |l ege Adm ssions and the Transition to

Post secondary Educati on

Date: June 23, 1982

Pl ace: Roosevelt University, Chicago, Illinois

Hosts: Rolf Weil, President, Roosevelt University; and John
Corbally, President, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundati on,
Chi cago

Event: Synposium-The Student's Role in Learning

Date: July 30, 1982

Pl ace: San Diego State University, California

Hosts: Thomas Day, President, San Diego State University; and

Ri chard Atkinson, Chancellor, University of California, San D ego

Event: Panel Discussion--College Curriculum Shape, |Influence, and
Assessnent

Dat e: August 27, 1982

Pl ace: University of Rhode Island, Kingston, Rhode Island

Host: Frank Newmran, President, University of Rhode Island

Event: Hearing--Education for a Productive Role in a Productive
Soci ety

Dat e: Septenber 16, 1982

Place: St. Cajetan's Center, Denver, Col orado

Host: Robert Andringa, Executive Director, Education Comm ssion of
the States, Denver

Event: Full Comm ssion Meeting
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Dat es: Septenber 28-29, 1982

Pl ace: New York, New York

Host: Robert Payton, President, Exxon Education Foundation, Exxon
Cor porati on, New York, New York

Event: Hearing--Education for the Gfted and Tal ent ed

Dat e: COctober 15, 1982

Pl ace: Harvard University, Canbridge Massachusetts

Hosts: Derek Bok, President, Harvard University; and Patricia
Al bjerg G aham Dean, Harvard G aduate School of Educati on

Event: Full Comm ssion Meeting
Dat es: Novenber 15-16, 1982
Pl ace: Washi ngton, D.C

Event: Full Comm ssion Meeting
Dates: January 21-22, 1983
Pl ace: Washi ngton, D.C.

Event: Full Comm ssion Meeting
Dates: April 26, 1983
Pl ace: Washi ngton, D.C.

A Nation at Risk - April 1983
APPENDI X C. COWM SSI ONED PAPERS

Joseph Adel son, The University of M chigan, Ann Arbor
"Twenty-Five years of Anerican Education: An Interpretation”

Catherine P. Ailes and Francis W Rushing, SR International,
Arlington, Virginia

"A Summary Report on the Educational Systenms of the United
States and the Soviet Union: Conparative Analysis"

Al exander W Astin, University of California, Los Angeles
"Excell ence and Equity in American Education”

Al exander W Astin, University of California, Los Angeles
"The American Freshman, 1966-1981: Sone Inplications for
Educati onal Policy and Practice"
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Her man Bl ake, University of California, Santa Cruz
" Denogr aphi ¢ Change and Curriculum New Students in H gher
Educati on

Richard I. Brod, The Mdern Language Associ ati on, New York, New York

Ni chol as Farnham The International Council on the Future of the
Uni versity, New York, New York

WIlliamV. Mayer, Biological Sciences Curriculum Study, Boul der,
Col or ado

Robert A. M Caughey, Barnard Coll ege, New York, New York
"University Entrance Exam nations and Performnce Expectations”

Barbara B. Burn and Christopher H Hurn, University of Mssachusetts,
Amher st
“An Anal ytic Conpari son of Educational Systens"

Philip Cusick, Mchigan State University, East Lansing
"Secondary Public Schools in Amrerica"

Paul DeHart Hurd, Stanford University, California
“An Overview of Science Education in the United States and
Sel ect ed Foreign Countries”

Wal ter Doyle, University of Texas at Austin
" Academ ¢ Wor k"

Kennet h Duckworth, University of O egon, Eugene
"Sonme | deas About Student Cognition, Mdtivation and Wrk" (A
Critique of the Synposiumon The Student's Role in Learning)

Max A. Eckstein, Queens College/Cty of New York Flushing
Susanne Shafer, Arizona State University, Tenpe

Kenneth Travers, University of Illinois, Chanpai gn-U bana
"A Conparative Review of Curriculum WMathematics and
International Studies in the Secondary Schools of Five
Countri es"

El eanor Farrar, The Huron Institute, Canbridge, Massachusetts
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Matt hew B. Mles, Center for Policy Research, New York, New York

Bar bara Neufeld, The Huron Institute, Canbridge, Massachusetts
“A Review of Effective Schools Research: Inplications for
Practi ce and Research"

Zel da Ganson, University of M chigan, Ann Arbor
“"ALittle Light on the Subject: Keeping General and Liberal
Education Alive"

WlliamE Gardner, University of Mnnesota, M nneapolis

John R Pal ner, University of Wsconsin, Mdison
“"Certification and Accreditation: Background, |ssue Analysis,
and Recommendati ons”

Thomas L. Good, University of M ssouri-Col unbi a
“What |Is Learned in Schools: Responding to School Denmands,
G ades K-6"

Thomas L. Good and Gail M Hinkel, University of M ssouri-Col unbi a
"Schooling in Arerica: Sone Descriptive and Expl anatory
St at enent s*

Donal d B. Hol singer, State University of New York, Al bany
“"Time, Content and Expectations as Predictors of School
Achi evenent in the U S. A and O her Devel oped Countries: A
Revi ew of | EA Evi dence"

Kenneth R Howey, University of M nnesota, M nneapolis
“Charting Directions for Preservice Teacher Education”

Torsten Husen, University of Stockholm Sweden
"A Cross-National Perspective on Assessing the Quality of
Lear ni ng"

Nancy Karweit, Johns Hopkins University, Baltinore, Mryland
"Time on Task: A Reserch Revi ew'

Howard London, Bridgewater State Col | ege, Massachusetts
"Academ c Standards in the Anerican Community Col | ege: Trends
and Controversies"

Martin L. Maehr, University of Illinois, Chanpai gn-U bana
"Motivational Factors in School Achievenent™
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Matthew B. Mles, Center for Policy Research, New York, New York

El eanor Farrar and Barbara Neufeld, The Huron Institute Canbridge,
Massachusetts
"The Extent of Adoption of Effective Schools Prograns”

Bar bara Neufeld and El eanor Farrar, The Huron Institute Canbridge,
Massachusetts

Matthew B. Mles, Center for Policy Research, New York, New York
"A Review of Effective Schools Research: The Message for
Secondary School s"

W1 liam Neumann, Syracuse University, New York
“Col | ege Press and Student Fit"

C. Robert Pace, University of California, Los Angeles
"Achi evenent and Quality of Student Effort”

Harvey L. Prokop, San D ego Unified School District California
“Intelligence, Mdtivation and the Quantity and Quality of
Academ ¢ Wrk and Their | npacts on the Learning of Students: A
Practitioner's Reaction" (A Critique of the Synposium on The
Student's Rol e in Learning)

Lauren B. Resnick, University of Pittsburgh, Pennsyl vani a
Dani el P. Resnick, Carnegie-Mllon University Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

"Standards, Curriculum and Perfornance: An Hi storical and
Conpar ati ve Perspective"

Frederick Rudol ph, WIllians Coll ege, WIIianstow, Mssachusetts
"“Educati onal Excell ence--The Secondary School - Col | ege
Connection and Ot her Matters: An Hi storical Assessnent”

Clifford S ogren, University of M chigan, Ann Arbor
"Col | ege Adm ssions and the Transition to Postsecondary
Educati on: Standards and Practices”

Richard E. Snow, Stanford University, California
“Intelligence, Mtivation and Academ ¢ Wrk" (A Critique of the
Synposi um on The Student's Role in Learning)
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Robert J. Sternberg and Richard WAagner, Yale University, New Haven,
Connecti cut
"Understanding Intelligence: Wiat's in It for Educators?”

Deborah Stipek, University of California, Los Angel es
“"Motivating Students to Learn: A Lifelong Perspective"

Judith Torney-Purta, University of Maryland, College Park

John Schwille, Mchigan State University, East Lansing
"The Val ues Learned in School: Policy and Practice in
| ndustralized Countries”

Beatrice Ward, John R Mergendoller, and Alexis L. Mtman, Far West
Laboratory for Educational Research and Devel opnent, San

Franci sco, California

"The Years Between El enentary School and H gh School : What
School i ng Experiences Do Students Have?"

Jonat han Warren, Educational Testing Service, Berkeley, California
"The Faculty Role in Educational Excellence"

Dean K. Wiitla, Harvard University, Canbridge, Massachusetts
"Val ue Added and Ohter Related Matters”

Sam J. Yarger, Syracuse University, New York
"I nservi ce Education"

Herbert Zimles, Bank Street College of Education, New York, New York
"The Changi ng Anmerican Child: The Perspective of Educators”

Commi ssi oned papers will be available in the ERIC systemafter July
1983 (See Ordering Infornmation).

Al so avail abl e through the ERIC system after July 1983:

Cifford Adel man, National Institute of Education, Washi ngton, D.C.
“"A Study of H gh School Transcripts, 1964-1981"

Avai |l abl e through the ERIC system after August 19883:

Fast Response Survey System National Center for Education Statistics,
Washi ngton, D.C

"School District Survey of Academ c Requi renents and

Achi evenent "
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Fast Response Survey System National Center for Education Statistics,
Washi ngton, D.C

"Survey of Schools of Teacher Education: Perceptions of Mthods

for | nprovenent"”

Service Delivery Assessnent, O fice of Managenent, U. S. Departnent of
Educati on, Washi ngton, D.C
"Study Skills Instruction®

A Nation at Risk - April 1983
APPENDI X D: HEARI NG TESTI MONY

Sci ence, Mathematics, and Technol ogy Educati on

Wt hout a deep, sturdy science and technol ogy foundation, U S. needs
cannot be satisfied. The base of the foundation is education in

sci ence and mat hematics from grade school through high school. But the
evidence is all about us of our recent neglect and the strong
possibility of a further downgradi ng of the national inportance of
such educati on.

Si nron Rano
the TRWFujitsu Conpany
Redondo Beach, California

_H CGuyford Stever , National Acadeny of Sciences, Washington, D.C.
_Bernard M diver , Hew ett-Packard Conpany, Palo Alto, California
_Henry L. Alder , University of California, Davis, representing the
Counci|l of Scientific Society Presidents

_Sarah E. Klein_, Roton Mddle School, Norwal k, Connecticut,
representing the National Science Teachers Associ ation

_Harold D. Taylor , Hillsdale H gh School, San Mateo, California,
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representing the National Council of Teachers of Mathenatics

~John Martin_, Palo Alto Unified School District, California

_Ruth WIllis , Ham Iton Junior Hi gh School, Qakland, California
_Sarn Dederian_, San Francisco Unified School District, California
_Leroy Finkel , San Mateo County O fice of Education, California
_QAivia Martinez , San Jose Unified School District, California
_Robert Bell , General Electric Conpany, San Jose, California
~Judith Hubner , representing the Governor's O fice, State of
California

_Robert WWal ker , De Anza-Foothill Community College District,
Californla
_Nancy Kreinberg , Lawence Hall of Science, Berkeley, California
_Robert Finnell , Lawence Hall of Science, Berkeley, California

_Marian E. Koshland , University of California, Berkeley, representing
the National Science Board

_Alan M Portis_, University of California, Berkeley, representing the
Education Conmttee of the American Physical Society

_Leon Henkin_, University of California, Berkeley, representing the
U.S. Conm ssion on Mathematical Instruction
_John Pawson_, Edison Hi gh School, Huntington Beach, California
_Alan Fibish , Lowell Hi gh School, San Francisco, California
Juliet R Henry , representing the California Teachers Associ ati on
_Jess Bravin_, Board of Education, Los Angeles, California

_Frank Oppenheiner , Exploratorium San Francisco, California

_Leigh Burstein_, University of California, Los Angeles

_Judy Chanberlain_, Cupertino Unified School District, California
_Mchael Summerville , Frenont Unified H gh School District,

California

_Ted Perry , San Juan Unified School District, California

_Paul DeHart Hurd , Stanford University, California

_El'i zabet h Karplus_, Canpolindo H gh School, Mraga, California

_Louis Fein_, Palo Alto Learners Association, California

_Bob McFarland_, representing the California Math Counci l

_Katherine Burt_, Cupertino Elenmentary School District, California

_Leo Ruth_, California Engi neering Foundation
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_Gordon M Anbach_, State Education Departnent, Al bany, New York
_Janes L. Casey , State Departnent of Education, Oklahoma GCty,
k| ahoma

_Carolyn Gaham_, Jefferson Elenentary School, Burbank, California
_Marcy Holteen_, Anbler, Pennsylvania

_Howard C. Mel _ and _Kay Fairwell , Lawence Hall of Science,
Berkel ey, California

_Jean Phillips_, Thousand QGaks, California

_Sinon Ranb_, the TRWFujitsu Conpany, Redondo Beach, California
_Cerhardt W Reidel , University of Wst Los Angeles, Culver Gty,
California

_Carl L. Rrehm, Virginia State Departnent of Education, Ri chnond,

Virginia

~John H Saxon_, Norman, Ckl ahona

_Thomas O Sidebottom, Interactive Sciences, Inc., Palo Ato,
California

_Karl Weiss_ , Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts
~Jan West _, Oroville, California

Rel ated Activities in the Bay Area

Site Visit
Law ence Hall of Science

University of California, Berkeley

Howard C. Mel, Director

Tour of the Paul and Jean Hanna Coll ection on the Role of Education
and the Archives and Library at the Hoover Institution, Stanford
Uni versity

D nner with business, education, and community | eaders
Sponsored by the Chanber of Commerce of the United States,
Western Regional Ofice, and the Wlliamand Flora Hew ett
Foundati on

Language and Literacy: Skills for Academ c Learning
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_Witing as an activity is not honored by the American public in the
opi nion of the students. They see a surface picture, dom nated by
television, film and radio, in which the acts of witing and readi ng
are not viewed as inportant or even relevant. The cultural heroes are
athl etes, actresses, actors, politicians and big business tycoons.
None seem ngly need reading or witing to achieve their stature.

Janmes Ki nneavy
University of Texas, Austin

_Richard C. Anderson_, University of Iltinois, Chanpaign-U bana
_Margaret Smth-Burke , New York University, New York

_Donaid Graves_, University of New Hanpshire, Durham

_Eileen Lundy , University of Texas, San Antonio

_Ray difford , Defense Language Institute, Presidio of Monterey,
California

_Lity Wong-Fillnore_, University of California, Berkeley

_Victoria Bergin_, Texas Education Agency, Austin

_Alan C. Purves_, University of Illinois, Chanpaign-U bana

_Delia Ponpa_, Houston |Independent School District, Texas

_divia Munoz_, Houston Independent School District, Texas

_Janes Kinneavy , University of Texas, Austin

_Betty Von Maszewski , Deer Park Independent School District, Texas
_Claire EE. Winstein_, University of Texas, Austin

_Patricia Sturdivant_, Houston | ndependent School District, Texas

_June Denpsey , University of Houston, Texas, representing the

Aneri can Associ ation of Community and Juni or Coll eges, the Wstern
Col | ege Readi ng Associ ation, and the National Association for Renedi al
and Devel opnental Studies in Postsecondary Education

_Jane Porter_, College Board, Austin, Texas

_Kay Bell , Texas C assroom Teachers Associ ation, Austin, Texas

_Judy Wal ker de Felix_, University of Houston, Texas
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_Barbara d ave_ , University of Houston, Texas, representing the
Houst on Area Teachers of Foreign Language

_Dora Scott _, Houston | ndependent School District, Texas, representing
t he Nati onal Education Association and the Texas State Teachers

Associ ation, Houston

_Ceorgette Sullins_, Spring |Independent School District, Texas

_Renate Donovan_, Spring Branch | ndependent School District, Texas

_Gordon M Anbach_, State Education Departnent, Al bany, New York
~Jo Bennett_and _Jean Parochetti , Alvin Community Col | ege, Texas
_Sharon Robinson_, National Education Association, Washington, D.C.
_Donald L. Rubin_, University of Georgia, Athens, representing the
Speech Communi cati on Associ ati on

_Robert N. Schwartz , University of Houston, Texas

_Ral ph C. Staiger , International Readi ng Associ ation, Newark,

Del awar e

_Helen Warriner-Burke and Carl L. Riehm, Departnent of Educati on,
Ri chnmond, Virginia

_WIlliam Wrk , Speech Commrunication Associ ation, Annandale, Virginia
_Daryl R Yost , East Allen County Schools, New Haven, |ndiana

Rel ated Activities in Houston

Site visits coordinated by the Ofice of the General Superintendent of
t he Houston | ndependent School District
Briargrove El enentary School

W son El enmentary School

Cifton Mddl e School

Bel l aire Hi gh School

Hi gh School for Engi neering Professions

Hi gh School for Health Professions

H gh School for Perform ng and Visual Arts

Teachi ng and Teacher Educati on
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_Realizing aptitudes and performance expectations early in the
training programw ||l force the teacher education student to determ ne
i f he or she will survive in a profession where effective nenbers are
t hose who believe all students can learn and take the responsibility
upon thensel ves to see that they do.

Robert Fortenberry
Jackson City School s
M ssi ssi ppi

_Gary Sykes , National Institute of Education, Wshington, D.C
_Gary Fenstermacher , Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State

Uni versity, Blacksburg
~David G Img_, Anerican Association of Colleges for Teacher
Educati on, Washi ngton, D.C
_Anne Flowers_ , Ceorgia Southern University, Statesboro

_Barbara Peterson_, Seven Oaks El enentary School, Col unbia, South
Carolina
_Eva Gl unbos_, Southern Regi onal Education Board, Atlanta, Georgia

_Robert Scanlon_, Pennsylvania State Departnent of Educati on,
Fbrrlsburg
_Ral ph Turlington_, Florida State Departnent of Education, Tall ahassee
_@Gil MacColl , National Institute of Education, Washington, D.C
_Kathy Jones , Roan State Community Coll ege, Harrinman, Tennessee,
representing the National Education Association
_Mary Lou Ronmmine_, Atlanta Federation of Teachers, Ceorgia,
representing the Anerican Federation of Teachers
_Janet Towslee-Collier , CGeorgia State University, Atlanta,
representing the Association of Teacher Educators

_Robert Fortenberry_, Jackson Gty Schools, M ssissippi, representing
the American Association of School Administrators

_Nichol as Hobar _, West Virginia Departnent of Education, Charl eston,
representing the National Association of State Directors of Teacher
Education and Certification

_Fred Loveday , Ceorgia Private Education Council, Snyrna,
representing the Council for Anerican Private Education
_Janmes Lowden_, Al abama Christian Education Association, Prattville,
representing the Anerican Association of Christian Schools
J.L. Gant_, Florida State University, Tallahassee, representing the
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Aneri can Association for Colleges of Teacher Education
_Carolyn Huseman_, Ceorgia State Board of Education, representing the
Nat i onal Associ ation of State Boards of Education

_Robert Fontenot , University of Southwestern Louisiana, LaFayette
_Nancy Ranseur , Canden Hi gh School, South Carolina

_Eugene Kelly , George Washi ngton University, Washington, D.C
_Richard Hodges , Decatur, Georgia

_Janes Gay_ , University of California, Berkeley

_Robert Dixon_, Institute for Research, Devel opnent and Engi neering in
Nucl ear Energy, Atlanta, Georgia
_Pat Wodall _, Col unbus, Ceorgia

_Wayne Wheatley , Furman University, Geenville, South Carolina,
representing the Council for Exceptional Children
_Joe Hasenstab , Project Teach, Westwood, New Jersey
~WIlliam Drummond_, University of Florida, Gainesville

_Debbi e Yoho , Southeastern Regional Teacher Center, Colunbia, South
Carolina
_Donald Gallehr , Virginia Witing Project, Fairfax

_Janmes Collins_, National Council of States on In-service Education,
Syracuse, New York
_Ann Levy , Project New Adventure in Learning, Tallahassee, Florida
_Bill Katzenneyer , University of South Florida, Tanpa
~Walt Mka , Virginia Educati on Associ ation
_Eunice Sinms_, Georgia Witing Project, Atlanta

_Gordon M Anbach_, State Education Departnent, Al bany, New York
_Elaine Banks_ and _Sam Sava , National Association of Elenentary

School Pr|n0|pals, Reston, Virginia

_Aladino A Burchianti_, Msontown, Pennsylvani a

_Roy Edelfelt , Washington, D.C

_Ed Foglia_, California Teachers Associ ation, Burlingane

_June Johnson_, New Adventure in Learning, Tallahassee, Florida

_Richard A Krueger , Staples Teacher Center, M nnesota

_Clare Mezio_ , Eagle Forum Education Commttee, Schaunburg, Illinois
_Donald L. Rubin_, University of Georgia, Athens, representing the

Speech Comruni cation Association Conmittee on Assessnent and Testi ng

_Daryl R Yost , East Allen County Schools, New Haven, |ndiana
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Rel ated Activities in Atl anta
Site Visits

Dougl as Hi gh School
L.W Butts, Principa

Mays Hi gh School
Thomas E. Wbod, Jr., Principal

Lunch with local dignitaries hosted by Georgia State University

Di nner with business, education, and conmmunity | eaders

Coordi nated by the Atlanta Partnership of Business and
Educati on

Sponsored by FABRAP Architects, Inc., and the Coca-Col a Conpany

Col | ege Adm ssions and the Transition to Postsecondary Education

We're in the student |earning business, and if we're going to have
effectiveness in ternms of student |earning we've got to have good
t eachers, and we've got to have sound nanagenent.

Ral ph Turl i ngton
Florida State Departnent of Education
Tal | ahassee

_difford Syogren_, University of M chigan, Ann Arbor

_Ral ph McGee , New Trier Township H gh School, Wnnetka, Illinois
_Alice Cox_, University of California Systemm de Adm ni stration,
Ber kel ey

_Ceorge Stafford , Prairie View A&M University, Texas
_Fred Hargadon_, Stanford University, California
_Margaret MacVicar , Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy, Canbridge
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_Lois Mazzuca_, National Association of College Adm ssions Counsel ors,
Rol I ing Meadows, Illinois

~Ora McConnor _, Chicago Public Schools, Illinois

_Theodore Brown, Hal es Franciscan H gh School, Chicago, Illinois
_Charles D. O Connell _, University of Chicago, Illinois

_Oscar Shabat , Chicago Community College System Illinois

_Arnold Mtchum, Marquette University, MIwaukee, Wsconsin

_M chael Kean, Educational Testing Service, Mdwestern Regional
O fice, Evanston, Illinois

~John B. Vaccaro , The Coll ege Board, M dwestern Regional Ofice,
Evanston, Illinois

_WIlliamKinnison_, Wttenberg University, Springfield, Onhio

_WlliamJ. Pappas_, Northview H gh School, G and Rapids, M chigan

_Carnel o Rodriguez , ASPIRA of Illinois, Chicago

_Jeffrey Mallow , Loyola University, Chicago, IlIlinois

_Carol Elder_, Local 4100 of Anerican Federation of Teachers, Chicago,
I1linois

_Bettye J. Lewis , Mchigan Alliance of Famlies
_Rachel Ralya , Mchigan Alliance of Famlies
_Austin Doherty , Alverno College, MIwaukee, Wsconsin

_Gordon M Anbach_, State Education Departnent, Al bany, New York
_Gordon C. Godbey , Pennsylvania Association for Adult Conti nuing
Educati on

_Daryl R Yost , East Allen County Schools, New Haven, |ndiana

Rel ated Activities in Chicago
Site Visits

Standard O | of |ndiana
Gene E. Cartwight, Manager of Enpl oyee Rel ations
Joseph Feeney, Director, Training and Personnel Pl anning

Continental Illinois Bank
Jenni fer A sztynski, Personnel Manager

De Paul University
Rev. John T. Ri chardson, President
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Davi d Justice, Dean, School for New Learning

Luncheon with | eaders of higher education institutions
Sponsored by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundati on

Di nner with business, education, and conmmunity | eaders
Sponsored by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundati on
Chaired by Stanley O |[|kenberry, President, University of
[1l1nois

Education for a Productive Role in a Productive Society

_Fortunately for ny students, | have found a school district where
t eachers are consi dered val uabl e professionals and where professional
devel opnent is taken seriously.

Debbi e Yoho
Sout heast ern Regi onal Teacher Center
Col unbi a, South Carolina

_Dani el Saks , Brookings Institution, Washington, D.C.

_Roy Forbes_, Education Conm ssion of the States, Denver, Col orado
~Sol Hurwitz , Commttee for Econom c Devel opnent, New York, New York
_Martha Brownl ee_, Naval Education and Training for Research and
Devel opnent, Pensacol a, Florida

_Nornman Pl edger , Col orado AFL-CI O, Denver

_Lucretia Janes_, Storage Technol ogy, Inc., Louisville, Colorado
_Kathy Collins Smth_, Anmerican Institute of Banking, Denver, Col orado
_Wade Murphree_ , Denver Institute of Technol ogy, Col orado

_Calvin Frazier_, State Departnent of Education, Denver, Col orado
_Robert Taylor_, The Ohio State University, Col unbus

_John Peper , Jefferson County Schools, Lakewood, Col orado

_Mchael A MacDowell , Joint Council on Econom c Education, New York,
New Yor k

_Larry Brown_, 70001, Inc., Washington, D.C
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_Robert Stewart , University of Mssouri, Colunbia

_Gordon Dickinson_, Colorado Community Col |l ege and Vocati onal
Educati on Board, Sterling

_Karl Weiss , Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts
_Donald Schwartz , University of Col orado, Col orado Springs

_Patricia Brevik , Auraria Library and Media Center, Denver, Col orado
_John Drongool e , National Conm ssion on Cooperative Education,

Bost on, Massachusetts

_Faith Hanre , Littleton Public Schools, Chio

_Vernon Broussard_, National Council on Vocational Education, Culver
City, California

_David Terry , Utah System of Hi gher Education, Salt Lake Gty
_Ceorgia Van Adestine , Western M chigan University, Kal amazoo,

M chi gan

_Gordon E. Heaton_ , Col orado Educati on Associ ation, Aurora, Col orado
_Young Jay Mul key , Anerican Institute for Character Education, San
Ant oni o, Texas

_CGeorge P. Rusteika , Far West Laboratory for Educational Research and
Devel opnent, San Francisco, California

_Gordon M Anbach_, State Education Departnent, Al bany, New York
_Donald Cark , National Association for |Industry-Education
Cooperati on, Buffal o, New York

_Jacquel i ne Danzberger , Youth-Wrk, Inc., Washington, D.C
_Charles Davis_, Education Cinics, Inc., Seattle, Wshington
_Dennis AL Dirksen_, San Diego State University, California

_Ben Lawence , National Center for Hi gher Educati on Managenent
Syst ens, Boul der, Col orado

_Bill Rosser_and _Jennie Sanchez , Chicano Education Project, Denver,
Col or ado

_Sandra K. Squires , University of Nebraska, Omaha

Rel ated Activities in the Denver Area

Site Visits
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Warren Qccupational Technol ogy Center, Gol den
Byron Tucker, Principal

Mountai n Bell Education and Training Center, Lakewood
Fred Wlls, Drector

Car eer Education Center, Denver
John Astuno, Principal

Emly Giffith Qoportunity School, Denver
But ch Thomas, Princi pal

Luncheon di scussion with Robert Wbrthington, Assistant Secretary for
Vocational and Adult Education, U S. Departnent of Education,
Washi ngton, D.C

D nner discussion with Wllard Wrtz, National Institute for Wrk and
Learni ng, Washington, D.C., and Henry David, National Institute
of Education, Washington, D.C

Di nner with business, education, and conmunity | eaders
Sponsored by the Education Comm ssion of the States
Chaired by Calvin Frazier, Comm ssioner of Education, Col orado

Education for the Gfted and Tal ent ed

_Qur greatest resource--and the greatest resource of any nation--is
t he education of its people. _

Nor man Pl edger
Col orado AFL-C O
Denver

_Janes J. @Gl lagher , University of North Carolina, Chapel Hl
_Marcel Kinsbourne , Eunice Kennedy Shriver Center, Waltham
Massachusetts

_Joseph Renzulli _, University of Connecticut, Storrs
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_David Feldman_, Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts

Wl liam Durden_, Johns Hopkins University, Baltinore, Mryl and
_Connie Steele , Texas Technical University, Lubbock

_Isa Kaftal Zimerman_, Lexington Public Schools, Mssachusetts
_Alexinia Baldwin_, State University of New York, Al bany

_Arthur Pontarelli_, Rhode Island State Departnent of Education,
Provi dence
Armand E. Bastastini _, Jr., Rhode Island State Legisl ature,

Provi dence

Wlliam R Holland , Narragansett School District, Rhode Island
_Melissa Lamton_ , Bristol School District, Rhode Island

_Rachel Christina_, Bristol School District, Rhode Island

_Catherine Valentino_, North Kingstown School District, Rhode Island
_Marie Friedel , National Foundation for G fted and Creative Children,
Provi dence, Rhode Isl and

_Marsha R Berger , Rhode Island Federation of Teachers, Providence
_Sidney Rollins_, Rhode Island College, Providence

_David Laux_, State Advocates for G fted Education, Providence, Rhode
| sl and

~Janes AL Di Prete , Coventry Hi gh School, Rhode Island

_Harold Raynolds , Maine State Departnent of Education, Augusta
_June K. Goodnan_, Connecticut State Board of Education, Hartford
_Mary Hunter Wl fe , Connecticut State Task Force on Gfted and

Tal ent ed Education, Hartford

_Paul Regnier , speaking on behalf of Gordon Anbach, State Education
Departnent, Al bany, New York

_Benson Snyder , Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy, Canbri dge,
Massachusetts

~June Cox_, Sid Richardson Foundation, Fort Wrth, Texas

_Loretta L. Frissora_, Needham Public Schools, Mssachusetts,
representing the National Education Association

_Patricia O Connell , Augusta, Miine, representing the Council of
State Directors for Prograns for the Gfted
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_Virginia Ehrlich_, Astor Program Studies for Gfted, Suffern, New
Yor k

~Goria Duclos , University of Southern Miine, Portland

_Anton Lysy , Londonderry School District, New Hanpshire

_Rhoda Spear _, New Haven School s, Connecti cut

~Judith Grunbaum_, Southeastern Massachusetts University, North
Dar t nout h

_Vincent Hawes , Anerican Association of State Coll eges and

Uni versities, Washington, D.C

_Dorothy Moser , Mrtar Board, Inc., Colunbus, Onhio

_Wendy Mareks , Chel nsford Association for Talented and G fted,
Massachusetts

~Janes DeLisle , University of Connecticut, Storrs

_Naom Zynelman_, Charles E. Smth Jewi sh Day School, Rockville,
Mar yl and

_Sherry Earle_, Connecticut Association for the G fted, Danbury
_C. Gey Austin_, University of Georgia, Athens

_Sally Reis_, Council for Exceptional Children, Talented and G fted
D vision, Reston, Virginia

_Betty T. Glson_, Brockton Public Schools, Mssachusetts

_Roberta McHardy , Louisiana Departnent of Education, Baton Rouge
_Felicity Freund , Gfted Child Society, QGakland, New Jersey
_Lydia Smth_, Simons Coll ege, Boston, Mssachusetts

_Bet sy Buchbi nder _, Massachusetts Associ ation for Advancenent of

| ndi vi dual Potential, MIton

_Artems Kirk , Simmons Col | ege, Boston, Massachusetts, representing
t he Association of College and Research Libraries

_Elizabeth F. Abbott , Governor's Programfor G fted and Tal ented,
Gai nesville, Florida

_Janes Alvino_, Gfted Child Newsletter, Sewell, New Jersey
_Gordon M Anmbach_, State Education Departnent, Al bany, New York
Associ ation of San Di ego Educators for the Gfted and Tal ent ed,
California

_Philip J. Burke_and _Karen A. Verbeke , University of Maryl and,
Col | ege Par k

_Sheila Brown_, Nebraska Departnent of Education, Lincoln
California Association for the Gfted, Downey

_Carolyn M Callahan_, The Association for the Gfted

_Anne B. Crabbe , Coe College, Cedar Rapids, |owa
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_Roxanne H. Craner_, Anerican Mensa, Arlington, Virginia

_Neil Daniel , Texas Christian University, Fort Wrth

_Sue Ellen Duggan_ and _Mary Lou Fernandes , Lackawanna City School
District, New York

~John F. Fel dhusen_, Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana _Frank
F. Fowe, 11l _, dayton, M ssour

_Joseph Harrington_ , Coll ege Acadeny, Stoughton, Mssachusetts

_Anne E. Inpellizzeri_, Anmerican Association for Gfted Children
_Betty Johnson_, M nnesota Council for the Gfted and Tal ent ed,

M nneapol i s

_Nancy Kal ajian_, Sommerville, Mssachusetts

_John Lawson_, Massachusetts Departnent of Education, Quincy
_Barbara Lindsey , Southwest |owans for Talented and G fted, Counci
Bl uffs

_Di ane Modest , Fram ngham Public Schools, Massachusetts

~Jack L. Omwnd , Ofice for the Gfted, Port Elizabeth, South Africa

_Arthur Purcell , Resource Policy Institute, Washington, D.C.
_Annette Raphel , MIton Acadeny, Mssachusetts
_Susanne Richert , Educational |nprovenent Center, Sewell, New Jersey

_Carl L. Rrehm, Virginia State Departnent of Education, Ri chnond
_Terry Ruby , Raynham Public Schools, Massachusetts

_Barbara More Schuch , San Diego City Schools, California
_Dorothy Sisk , University of South Florida, Tanpa

_Mercedes Smith , Gfted Association of Mssouri, Springfield
_Christopher L. Sny , Janesville Public Schools, Wsconsin

“Julian C. Stanley , SMPY, Departnent of Psychol ogy, Johns Hopki ns
University, Baltinore, Maryl and

~Jo Thomason_ and _Frederick J. Wintraub_, Council for Exceptional
Chil dren, Reston, Virginia

~Jo Anne Welch_, M ssissippi Association for the Talented and G fted

Rel ated Activities in the Boston Area
Site Visits

Bucki ngham Brown and Ni chols School, Carnbridge
Pet er Gunness, Headnaster

Br ookl i ne Hi gh School, Brookline
Robert McCarthy, Headnaster

Secretary's Regi onal Representatives
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_...wthin any human group, any ethnic or socio-econom c sanple, there
wi |l be people of high intellectual potential but none of themw I
realize their potential unless they are also afforded the opportunity
to do so. _

Mar cel Ki nsbour ne
Euni ce Kennedy Shriver Center
Wal t ham Massachusetts

The Secretary's Regi onal Representatives held their own conferences or
hearings for educators in their regions in order to provide additional
testimony to the Comm ssion. In addition to these events, they also
supported the hearings the Comm ssion sponsored in their regions.

Region |, Wayne Roberts
Bost on, Massachusetts
Forum on Effective Schools, Septenber 16, 1982

Region Il, _Lorraine Colville_
New Yor k, New Yor k
Forum on Excel |l ence, COctober 21, 1982

Region |11, _Joseph Anbrosino_
Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Heari ng/ Conf erence on Cooperative Education, October 11, 1982

Region IV, _Ted B. Freeman_
Atl anta, Georgia
Public Meeting on Excellence in Education, COctober 22, 1982

Region V, Harold Wight _

Chi cago, Illinois

Excel l ence in Education: Preparation for the Transition to Hi gher
Educati on, COctober 6, 1982

Region VI, _Scott Tuxhorn_
Dal | as, Texas
Public Hearing on Excellence in Education, COctober 4, 1982

Region VII, Cynthia A Harris_
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Kansas City, M ssour
Rural and Snall School s Excell ence, October 26, 1982

Region VIII, _Tom Tancredo_
Denver, Col orado
Conf erence on Excell ence in Education, Novenber 12-13, 1982

Regi on | X, _Eugene Gonzal es_
San Francisco, California
The Teacher: Key to Excellence in the O assroom October 18, 1982

Regi on X, George Hood

Seattl e, Washi ngton

Public Hearing, June 25, 1982, August 27, 1982
(Hearing Oficer: HyrumM Smth)

Transcri pts of the precedi ng hearings sponsored by and for the
Comm ssion will be available in the ERIC System (See Ordering
| nf ormati on).

In addition to these hearings sponsored by and for the Comm ssion,
Conmm ssion nenbers participated in a series of site visits and a
public hearing focusing on Excellence in Rural Education. These events
t ook place on April 23-24, 1982, in Kentucky. The hearing was held at
the University of Kentucky-Sonerset Conmunity Coll ege.

A Nation at Risk - April 1983
APPENDI X E: OTHER PRESENTATI ONS TO THE COwWM SSI ON

Adrienne Bail ey, The Col | ege Board, New York, New York

St ephen Bail ey, Harvard G aduate School of Education, Canbridge,
Massachusetts

| rene Bandy, Chio Departnent of Education, Col unbus

Elias Blake, Cark College, Atlanta, Georgia

Lewis M Bransconb, National Science Board, Washington, D.C
David Burnett, University of Pennsylvani a, Phil adel phia

Law ence Crenmin, Teachers Coll ege, Colunbia University, New York,
New Yor k

Janes V. Gaddy, New Rochelle Hi gh School, New York

John Goodl ad, University of California, Los Angeles
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El ai ne Hai rston, Ohio Board of Regents, Col unbus

John Hurl ey, INA Corporation (Now Cl GNA), Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania
Edward Kelly, State University of New York at Al bany

Robert McM Il an, University of Rhode Island, Kingston

Edward Pel | egri no, Georgetown Medical Center, Washington, D.C
Franci s Roberts, National Endowrent for the Humanities, WAshi ngton,
D. C.

David S. Seel ey, Staten Island, New York

John Sprott, U S. Departnent of State, Washington, D.C

Carol Stoel, U S. Departnent of Education, Washi ngton, D.C.

Abr aham Tannenbaum Teachers Col | ege, Col unbia University, New York,
New Yor k

Har ol d Tragash, Xerox Corporation, Stanford, Connecti cut

A Nation at Risk - April 1983
APPENDI X F: NOTABLE PROGRAMS
I nstitutions Wiich Submitted Profiles of Prograns

Wth the assistance of a variety of organizations, the Conmm ssion
conducted four searches for exanples of notable prograns and prom sing
approaches to specific problens in Anerican education. Qur purpose was
to understand better how schools, school districts, colleges, and

ot her education organi zati ons were defining and addressing these

probl ens. \Were the evidence was convincing, we also sought to learn
what nmade successful prograns work in different settings.

The Commi ssion's procedure in these four searches was to solicit

original profiles of these prograns and approaches, profiles that
woul d answer a nunber of key questions concerning their purpose,

content, organization, inpact, and transferability.

Evi dence of program success was provided wholly by the institution
submtting the profile. The Comm ssion is, thus, in no position to
val i date these prograns or to claimany of themto be "exenplary."

Over 200 schools, school districts, colleges, and other educational
or gani zati ons responded to our solicitations. They sent in profiles
and ot her descriptions of nearly 300 prograns. Due to the specific
probl ens on which we were seeking information (e. g., the transition
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from secondary to postsecondary education, the use of educational

t echnol ogy, mat hemati cs educati on, cooperative educational ventures
wi t h busi ness and industry), nost of the respondents were

post secondary institutions. But many of the profiles submtted by
col | eges invol ved prograns devel oped for or with el enentary and/or
secondary schools and are in operation in many school districts.

For their assistance in the efforts to identify and solicit this

i nformation, we are particularly grateful to the Anerican Council on
Education, the Anerican Association for H gher Education, the Anerican
Associ ation of State Colleges and Universities, the Anerican

Associ ation of Community and Junior Coll eges, the National Association
of Secondary School Principals, the Acadeny for Educati onal

Devel opnment, the Council on American Private Education, and the Fund
for the Inprovenent of Postsecondary Educati on.

The foll owm ng docunent wll be available in the ERIC System soneti ne
after July, 1983, (See Ordering Information):

Clifford Adel man, National Institute of Education, Washington, D.C

El ai ne Reuben, El ai ne Reuben Associ ates, Washington, D.C
“Not abl e Prograns in American Postsecondary Education: Sel ected
Anal ytical Abstracts"

A Nation at Risk - April 1983
APPENDI X G ACKNOWNLEDGVENTS

We want to express particular appreciation to the Conm ssion staff
whi ch, under the | eadership of Executive Director MIton CGol dberg,
assisted us in our work and hel ped prepare this report. The staff

I ncl uded:

Betty S. Baten
Stella Carol Fol ey
Peter H Gerber
Jarnes Harvey
Arnetta D. LaG one
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Alisa M Longworth

Mol | i e Shannahan MacAdar ns
Penny S. MDonal d

Shelia L. Sarn

Har ol die K. Spriggs

Tomy M Tornlinson

Susan Trai nan

Patricia A. Wl ch

O hers who assisted us at various tines throughout the course of our
work include: Cifford Adel man, Ned Chal ker, Cheryl Chase, Antoine M
Garibaldi, Charlesetta Giffin, Bruce Haslam Carolyn Johnson, Sharon
Jones, Lily A Kliot, Andrew M Lebby, Beverly Lindsay, Carolyn Lowe,
| rene Lykes, C aude Mayberry, John M Mays, Brad Mtchell, Jean

Nar ayanan, Lew s Pi ke, John Ri dgway, Joanne Saunders, Ransay Sel den,
Gary Sykes, Marilyn A. Tapscott, and Douglas Wight. Al so, the

Comm ssion owes a considerable debt to Editorial Experts, Inc. and
Morgan Burchette Associ ates, both of Alexandria, Virginia, and in
particular to Bruce Boston, Karen Burchette, Lee Mckle, and Ian
McNett, for invaluable assistance in designing, editing, and producing
this vol une.

Finally, we sincerely appreciate the support and cooperation provided
by Mary Jean LeTendre, Special Assistant to Secretary Bell; Donald J.
Senese, Assistant Secretary, Ofice of Educational Research and

| mprovenent; and Manuel J. Justiz, Director of the National Institute
of Educati on.
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ORDERI NG | NFORVATI ON

Disclainmer: This page was accurate at the tinme of publication in
1983 and is included here as part of the printed book. However, this
I nformation is now dated and should not be relied upon.

Addi tional copies of this report may be obtained from
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Superint endent of Docunents
U.S. Governnent Printing Ofice
Washi ngton, D.C. 20402

The cost of this report is indicated on the encl osed order form

Pl ease send check, noney order, or account nunber for VISA or

Master Card, noting the expiration date on your credit card. Indicate

t he nane and address, including zip code, to which the order should be
shi pped and provide your tel ephone nunber. Al so, note the stock nunber
with your order: Stock No. 065-000-00177-2.

Charge orders may be tel ephoned to the GPO order desk at (202)
783-3238, from8:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m Eastern tinme, Mnday through
Fri day, except holidays. Inquiries about bulk rates are encouraged.

The Report will also be available in the ERIC System after July 1983.

Copi es of Conm ssion nmaterials submtted to the ERIC System are
available in two fornms: paper copy (a reproduction of the docunent in
approximately the original page size) and mcrofiche (a 4" x 6" sheet
of mcrofilmon which up to 96 pages of text are reproduced). Copy
costs are based on the nunber of pages in the docunent. To illustrate,
a 72-page docunment currently costs $5.65 in paper copy and $.97 in

m crofiche with postage costs in addition. Copies can be secured by
contacti ng:

ERI C Docunent Reproduction Service

PO, Box 190

Arlington, Virginia 22210

(703) 841-1212 begi n_of the_skype_highlighting (703) 841-
1212 end_of the_skype_ highlighting
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