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Goal I: |
SGCHOOL READINESS ;

| Apublication from the
SouthEastern Regional Vision
for Education provides busi-
| nesses with information on how
| to begin or expand family-

friendly policies, examples of
| successful child-care programs,
and resources for further infor-
mation.

To initiate support pro-

| grams, businesses can follow
an eight-step process. These in-

ponents of many of the service
programs reviewed. The most |
siiccessiul visits were fre- ,
quent—once a week if possi-
ble—continued for a number
of years, and modeled effective
_parenting behaviors. Home visj- |
tation programs that provided |

BY THE YEAR 2000, ALL CHILDREN IN AMERICA

WILL START SCHOOL READY TO LEARN.

Objectives:

o All children will have ace tigh-quality and developmen-
tally appropriate preschool programs that help prepare children
for school

parents with skills to enhance
their own educational or job op-
portunities, in addition to ad-

o Every parent in the United States will be a child's first teacher
and devote time exch day to h h parent’s ol
child lezirn, and parents will ha es5 to the trining dnd sup-

port parents need

vice about parenting, were most |
ikely to improve the overall

| clude: conducting surveys and

e Children will receive the nutrition. physical activity experi- S f i
ences, and health care needed to arri 1ol with healihy U;femunnﬂilfam. fih D.ﬂlls gruup:‘t_m _:%erelnn}tze ik
minds and bodies, and to maintain the mental alertness neces- 5 Iun‘gn:ﬂe Y, many o E! £ ]f"-‘_}k"‘?"-' “Ef’*dbs ﬂ“:’bhf‘!]lﬂg‘ﬂ s
sary to be prepared to learn, and the number of low-birthweight [i-‘us.m?:e Eﬁhshsleréulmng.mm Em. b mﬂi\'}‘&'“r"_m'l?'l"
babies will be significantly reduced through enhanced prenatal i SRy CRBEI000. Niterven- ations (o management; devel-
health svstens tions deteriorated once the chil- | oping a philosophy statement
: dren entered first grade. Thisis | that reflects a commitment to
especially true for boys. The re- | family and work responsibili-
e searchers speculate that aca- | ties; and training managers to
FOSTERING CHILDREN'S use to help children overcome | demic grouping and tracking, be sensitive to family and work
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT social problems while develop- | along with low teacher expecta- | issues. To order Supporting
ing play and negotiating skills. | tions for these children, are Family Involvement in Early |
With proper training, pre- To order The Teacher’s Role | partly responsible for the de- Childbood Education: A Guide |
{ school teachers can conducta | #n the Social Development of cline. Jor Business, send $5 to: South-
| variety of day-to-day activities Young Children, send $10 to: To order What Does Learn- | Eastern Regional Vision for Edu-
that fostr a child’s positive so- | ERIC Clearinghouse on Elemen- ing Mean for Infants and cation, NEFEC/SERVE, Route 1,
cial development, says a report | tary and Early Childhood Educa- | Toddlers? send $6 to: Center Box 8500, 3841 Reid Street,
| from the ERIC Clearinghouse tion, 805 W. ia Ave- on Families, Communities, Palatka, FL 32177. (Cite Order
on Elementary and Early Child- | nue, Urbana, IL 61801-4897. Schools, and Children’s Learn- Number SV-793-NW.) j
hood Education. (Cite Order Number CAT-207.) ing, Johns Hopkins University,
The report describes teach- 3505 N. Charles Street, Balti- FORMING POSITIVE
ing strategies that help children | BTN INEIET more, MD 21218. (Cite Report DISPOSITIONS AMONG
prosper socially. Poor social de- | BGRR[0 8RR R0 Number 3.) YOUNG CHILDREN
velopment in early childhood -
can cause future academic fail- In as early as a child's first FAMILY-FRIENDLY POLICIES Cultivating positive disposi-
| ure, juvenile delinquency, and - f life, communiti LRI H SR Ve DR tions in young children should
mental health problems, the have an important role to play - B o be a fundamental goal of early
authors note. The authors sayit | in hejginﬁ parents Erg;:arc their In an environment in which | childhood education, says a pa-
is essential for teachers to estab- | ren for the academic, so- child-care issues are of great per from the ERIC Clearing-
lish credibility with children cial, and emotional transition to | concern to more than half the house on Elementary and Early
and develop a sense of justice | school. American workforce, busi- Childhood Education.
in their ground rules for the “The interventions that are nesses ought to consider estab- The paper notes that just be-
classroom. Teachers also most productive include 2 com- | lishing programs and policies cause 2 child has acquired cer-
should motivate youngsters rehensive set of services for to support employees with chil- | tain skills and knowledge, there
without putting others down; Eoth children and parents that | dren—especially young chil- is no guarantee that he or she
make good use of leisure time; | extend over several years,” says | dren. Supporting these employ- | will use them. For example, hav-
and offer simple and straightfor- | a stdy from the Center on Fam- | ees helps businesses recruit ing the skills needed for read-
ward explanations of problems | ilies, Communities, Schools, and retain workers; reduces ing does not mean that a child
or issues. ' and Children’s Learning. employee absenteeism; and im- | will have the habit of reading or
The publication also lists Home visitation proved to be | proves punctuality, morale, and | the disposition to be a reader.
specific activities teachers can one of the most mlu:—tETe com-, | productivity. Teachers are in a unique po- |
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MATHEMATIGS

AND SCIENCE

BY THE YEAR 2000, U.S. STUDENTS WILL BE FIRST
IN THE WORLD IN MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE

ACHIEVEMENT.
Objectives:

& Mathematics
tem nf measurement, will be st
lem, e 1t
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CREATIVE THINKING IN
TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE

and science education, including the metric sy

othened throughout the sys-

out using live actors, musicians,
or traditional instruments.
s “Witches and Wizards” de-

In “Cognetics,” a program
of thinking skills developed by

Judith Burr, Theodore Gourley,

physical problems by mixing

and Rebecca McDonnel and
published by Research for Bet-
ter Schools, students brain-
storm about a problem, re-
search it, creatively solve it with
other students, and present the
solution to the class. The work-
book recommends specific
steps for students to take in solv-
ing the problems. The teacher's
edition also includes student
training activities.

This volume of cognetics
provides problems in inven-
tions/technology and science.
In it, students and teachers will
find 14 activities including:
= “It’s in the Mail," in which
students design a system of de-
livering mail so it reaches its
destination almost immediately.
The system will deliver objects
through the air at great speeds
from one location to another.

» Musicians and actors have

given their “Strike Notice” and
students are asked to produce
an inventive music video with-

| chemicals to produce a reaction.

To order Cognetics: Think-
ing Skills Activities in Inven-
tions/Ti and Science,
send £89.95 for a teacher’s
manual and 10 student manuals
to: Research for Better Schools,
444 N, Third Street, Philadel-
phia, PA 19123, (Cite Order
Number TS21-892-NW.)

ALTERNATIVE HIGH SCHOOL
SCIENCE EDUCATION

PROGRAIM

The National Center for Im-
proving Science Education
notes that at least two-thirds of
the nation’s high school stu-
dents either do not take science
courses or do poorly in re-

science courses. The
center provides a blueprint for
an ahamaﬁ?em of high
school mmce - education I‘.hat
would reverse

The
the center woulﬁ requlre all sfu-

velop “white magic” practices
to heal mental, emotional, o]

o %‘fitd& ”}}' J

dents to take four years of high
school science. The firsttwo
years would provide a core ex-
perience to meet the general
education purposes of science
education and prepare students
for responsible civic and per-
sonal life. The last two years
would reflect students' interests
and career goals, whether they
intend to enter college or junior
college, technical or engineer-
ing schools, or the workplace.

The plan would fundamen-
tally alter assessment by ad-
dressing more complex types of
learning and requiring applica-
tions of scientific knowledge
and skills to "real world” situ-
ations. Teachers, in the center’s
view, would effectively help
their students “construct” new
Imowledge by having them de-
sign and implement investiga-
tions, propose explanations and
solutions, and then apply their
new science learning.

To order The High Stakes of

High School Science, send $25
to: The NETWORK, Inc., 300
Brickstone Square, Suite 900,
Andover, MA 01810. (Cite Or-
der Number 312-02-192-NW.)

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE
CAN SPUR CREATIVITY

Schools should design chal-
len g science programs for

middle school youth that pro-
rm:rte creativity, imagination,
and thinking skills, says the
National Center for Improving
Science Education in a series
of three new reports.

The center urges adopting a
four-step "learnu?lig-tﬁlchinn;g
model” to promote student in-
terest. In this model, teachers
pose a question to students and
help them explore the issue

.| through various experiences.

Students then reach their own

[
conclusions while teachers in-

troduce new concepts and vo-
cabulary into the program.
The center also calls for
more alternate methods to as-
sess science skills and recom-

| mends greater emphasis on

team teaching, shared decision-
making, and improved teacher
education programs that focus
on science,

Science and Technology

| Education for the Middle
| Years: Frameworks for Cur-
| riculum and Instruction (Or-

der Number 307-CD-1091-
NW); Assessment in Science
Education: The Middle Years
{Order Number 308-CD-1091-
NW); and Developing and Sup-

| porting Teachers for Science

Education in the Middle Years
(Order Number 309-CD-1091- |
NW) are each $15 and available |
from The NETWORK, Inc., 300
Brickstone Square, Suite 900,

Andover, MA 01810, |
CLASSROOM ASSESSMENT
TRAINING VIDEOS

NWREL has developed four
half-day video-based work-
shops in its Classroom Assess-
ment Training Program on the
topics of math assessment, sci
ence assessment, portiolios,
and assessment trends. i

Math Assessment: The work-
shop shows teachers how to as-
sess students while they are
working by observing them, in-
terviewing them, asking them
questions that get at the heart of
understanding, and watching
them while they work individu-
ally or within a group context.

Science Assessment: The
workshop focuses on four of
the most popular and effective
approaches fo science instruc-
tion: textbook approach, in-
quiry approach, science-




